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CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION (CWC) 
 
Russia Claims Destroying over Half Chemical Weapons 
Xinhua, 11 August 2011, usa.chinadaily.com.cn  
Russia has destroyed more than half of its stockpiles of chemical weapons and should have the 
remainder gone by 2015, a senior official said Wednesday. (128 words) Click here for full text.   
 
Advisory Panel Submits Report to Director-General 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 15 August 2011, www.opcw.org  
On July 15, 2011, the Chairman of the Advisory Panel on Future OPCW Priorities, Ambassador 
Rolf Ekéus of Sweden, submitted the Panel’s final report to OPCW Director-General Ahmet 
Üzümcü. (260 words) Click here for full text.   
 
 
COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST-BAN TREATY (CTBT) 
 
On International Day against Nuclear Tests, Secretary-General Seeks Test-Ban 
Treaty Ratification for "Safer, Saner World for All" 
United Nations, 12 August 2011, www.un.org  
Current voluntary moratoriums on nuclear weapon tests are valuable, yet they are no substitute 
for a global ban. (354 words) Click here for full text.   
 
Windfarms Prevent Detection of Secret Nuclear Weapon Tests, Says British MoD 
The Guardian, 19 August 2011, guardian.co.uk  
The Ministry of Defense (MoD) is blocking plans for hundreds of wind turbines because it says 
their "seismic noise" will prevent the detection of nuclear explosions around the world.  
(453 words) Click here for full text.   
 
 
COOPERATIVE THREAT REDUCTION (CTR) 
 
Nunn-Lugar Program Guards Five Nuke Transfers 
Global Security Newswire, 10 August 2011, www.globalsecuritynewswire.org  
The U.S. Cooperative Threat Reduction program in May and June safeguarded five nuclear 
arms train shipments, Senator Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) announced. (222 words)  
Click here for full text.    
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NEW START TREATY (NST) 
 
Y-12 Gets a Jump on B53 Dismantlement 
Knox News Blogs, 17 August 2011, blogs.knoxnews.com  
Steven Wyatt, a spokesman for the National Nuclear Security Administration, today confirmed 
that workers at the Oak Ridge plant dismantled their first B53 unit in December 2010.  
(251 words) Click here for full text.   
 
 
OPEN SKIES TREATY 
 
Russia to Get Second Aircraft for Open Skies Inspections in 2012 
RIA Novosti, 18 August 2011, en.rian.ru  
Next year Russia will build its second aircraft specially equipped for international aerial 
inspections under the Open Skies Treaty, Vladimir Verba, the director general of Vega concern, 
said on Thursday. (251 words) Click here for full text.   
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Russia Claims Destroying over Half Chemical Weapons 
Xinhua, 11 August 2011, usa.chinadaily.com.cn  
Russia has destroyed more than half of its stockpiles of chemical weapons and should have the 
remainder gone by 2015, a senior official said Wednesday. 
 
So far some 21,000 tons of chemical weapons had been destroyed, Vasily Bogomolov, deputy 
director of the Federal Special Construction Agency, told reporters. 
 
In line with its international obligations, Russia is supposed to destroy 40,000 tons of its 
chemical weapons by 2015, said Bogomolov who is responsible for construction of facilities for 
destroying chemical weapons in Russia. 
 
There are at least six chemical weapon destroying facilities in Russia. 
 
According to the international convention on the prohibition of chemical weapons, Russia should 
destroy all its chemical weapons by April 29, 2012. But it postponed the deadline to 2015 due to 
a lack of funding. 
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Advisory Panel Submits Report to Director-General 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), 15 August 2011, www.opcw.org 
On July 15, 2011, the Chairman of the Advisory Panel on Future OPCW Priorities, Ambassador 
Rolf Ekéus of Sweden, submitted the Panel’s final report to OPCW Director-General Ahmet 
Üzümcü.  
 
The Advisory Panel was established in December 2010 to review the implementation of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention and to make recommendations on future priorities for the 
OPCW. The Panel consisted of 14 independent experts on arms control and disarmament, the 
chemical industry and science and technology. 
 
When submitting the report, Ambassador Ekéus said: “It is my hope that the detailed scrutiny by 
the participants and the many specific proposals developed in that process by them will serve 
as something of a reform-agenda for the Participating States when they have to consider the 
future of the OPCW.” 
 
The Panel held a total of four meetings, in December 2010, and in February, May and July 
2011. The report was adopted by consensus and provides many recommendations for 
consideration by the Director-General and by OPCW Member States. It has been made 
available to all Member States and has now been posted on the OPCW website. 
 
Thanking the Panel members for their contribution, the Director-General said that he expects 
the report to form the basis for a focused and constructive discussion among Member States. 
 
The Panel’s report will now be further considered by Member States and will contribute to 
ongoing discussions on the future priorities of the OPCW. The Director-General has invited all 
Permanent Representatives to the OPCW to an informal “retreat” near The Hague in September 
to discuss the report’s recommendations in more detail. 
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On International Day against Nuclear Tests, Secretary-General Seeks Test-Ban 
Treaty Ratification for “Safer, Saner World for All” 
United Nations (UN), 12 August 2011, www.un.org  
Following is UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s message for the International Day against 
Nuclear Tests, observed on August 29: 
 
This year’s observance of the International Day against Nuclear Tests marks the twentieth 
anniversary of the closure of the nuclear weapons test site at Semipalatinsk, Kazakhstan.  Over 
the course of the cold war, hundreds of nuclear weapon tests left behind a devastating legacy 
for local citizens and their natural environment.  Having visited the scene of this dark chapter in 
human history, I wish to emphasize my support for the government and people of Kazakhstan 
as they continue to cope with the aftermath.  I commend efforts to ensure that something 
positive may result from highlighting the horrific effects of these tests. 
 
We urgently need new progress in achieving a world free of both nuclear tests and nuclear 
weapons.  Current voluntary moratoriums on nuclear weapon tests are valuable, yet they are no 
substitute for a global ban.  This is why it is urgent that the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) enters into force as early as possible.  It is a major element of the international 
disarmament and nonproliferation regime, and it deserves the active support of all states. 
 
The vital importance of the treaty’s entry into force was reaffirmed at the 2010 Review 
Conference of the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and included in the 
agreed action plan.  The treaty’s verification regime has proven to be a valuable instrument for 
international cooperation.  I am fully confident of its future ability to provide an independent, 
reliable and cost-effective means of verifying – and, therefore, deterring – any violation of the 
treaty’s provisions. 
 
For these reasons, I urge all states that have not yet signed or ratified the treaty to do so as a 
matter of priority.  Achieving that goal would further reinforce the growing movement for a 
nuclear weapon-free world.  Every day, more and more people are viewing both nuclear tests 
and nuclear weapons as dangerous relics of the cold war, long overdue for permanent 
retirement.  On this International Day against Nuclear Tests, I call on all states to take a bold 
step towards a safer and saner world for all. 
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Windfarms Prevent Detection of Secret Nuclear Weapon Tests, Says British MoD 
The Guardian, 19 August 2011, guardian.co.uk  
The Ministry of Defense (MoD) is blocking plans for hundreds of wind turbines because it says 
their "seismic noise" will prevent the detection of nuclear explosions around the world. 
 
The MoD claims that vibrations from new windfarms across a large area of north-west England 
and south-west Scotland will interfere with the operation of its seismological recording station at 
Eskdalemuir, near Lockerbie. The station listens out for countries secretly testing nuclear 
warheads in breach of the 182-nation Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT). 
 
At a meeting today, Carlisle council rejected the latest application for six wind turbines at 
Hallburn Farm, near Longtown, because of the MoD's objections. The noise from the turbines 
would increase interference to an unacceptable level, the MoD said. 
 
The company that made the application, REG Windpower, warned that plans for many other 
windfarms in the area were similarly affected. As much as one gigawatt of renewable power was 
being held up by the MoD, the company told the Guardian. 
 
This is equivalent to about a quarter of the [United Kingdom’s] current onshore wind capacity, 
and could make an important contribution to meeting UK targets to cut the pollution that is 
causing climate change, REG Windpower argued. 
 
But according to the MoD, the swishing blades of wind turbines cause vibrations in the ground 
that can be detected by the sophisticated monitoring equipment at Eskdalemuir. The UK has an 
international obligation to protect the operation of the station to help prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons, it said. 
 
An expert study for the MoD concluded that although the station could cope with some seismic 
noise, increasing this beyond a certain level would cause interference. The limit has now been 
reached so the ministry is objecting to every new wind turbine within 50 kilometers of 
Eskdalemuir. 
 
This has generated frustration among wind power developers because the area has many 
attractions for them. It has good wind speeds, is sparsely populated and is close to centers of 
electricity demand. 
 
But REG Windpower's development director, Matt Partridge, was hopeful of a breakthrough in 
finding a technical fix for the problem. "We're optimistic there will soon be a solution," he said. 



 
  

 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
News articles and publications found on the DTIRP website are compilations of open source current news articles and commentary concerning 
significant arms control treaty and related national security issues. The publications aim to give a balanced representation of how the public, other 
government organizations, and the media may view these arms control and threat reduction programs and issues. They are intended to serve the 
informational needs of Department of Defense (DoD) officials in the continuing assessment of defense policies, programs and actions. Further 
reproduction or redistribution for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.  The views and opinions expressed in these articles are 
not necessarily those supported by DoD, the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, or the DTIRP. 
 
 

          

09 August – 22 August 2011 

Page 7 

 
One idea is to hang weights like pendulums inside turbine towers to deaden the vibrations from 
the blades. The MoD promised it would reassess its opposition if there were a proven 
technological solution. 
 
Eskdalemuir was a "unique facility in the UK", said a MoD spokesman. "It detects and 
accurately interprets seismic signals worldwide to detect nuclear explosions and deter the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons. Wind turbines can affect the readings." 
 
He added: "The MoD would not object to a planning application without due reason. Objections 
are only raised where such action is considered vital to adequately protect MoD interests." 
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Nunn-Lugar Program Guards Five Nuke Transfers 
Global Security Newswire, 10 August 2011, www.globalsecuritynewswire.org  
The U.S. Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) program in May and June safeguarded five 
nuclear arms train shipments, Senator Richard Lugar (R-Indiana) announced. 
 
The Nunn-Lugar initiative in the two-month period also constructed and outfitted two biological 
agent monitoring stations and supported neutralization of 68.4 metric tons of chemical warfare 
materials. 
 
Since being established in 1991 to secure and eliminate weapons of mass destruction in former 
Soviet states, the CTR program has deactivated 7,599 strategic nuclear warheads and 
destroyed 791 [intercontinental ballistic missiles] (ICBMs), 498 ICBM silos, 180 mobile ICBM 
launchers, 670 submarine-launched ballistic missiles [SLBMs], 492 SLBM launchers, 33 ballistic 
missile-capable submarines, 155 strategic bombers, 906 nuclear air-to-surface missiles and 194 
nuclear test tunnels. 
 
The effort has also provided safeguards for 529 nuclear-weapon train shipments, boosted 
security at 24 nuclear weapons storage facilities and constructed 34 biological agent monitoring 
stations. It supported the removal of all nuclear weapons from Ukraine, Kazakhstan and 
Belarus, nations that once respectively held the world's third-, fourth- and eighth-largest nuclear 
arsenals. 
 
The Nunn-Lugar program supported the elimination of Albania's small stockpile of chemical 
warfare materials, its first effort outside the former Soviet Union. The initiative has helped to 
dispose of 1,990.9 metric tons of Russian and Albanian chemical agents. 
 
Lugar toured several East African disease research facilities late last year as part of a bid to 
safeguard potential biological-weapon materials on the continent. 
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Y-12 Gets a Jump on B53 Dismantlement 
Knox News Blogs, 17 August 2011, blogs.knoxnews.com  
Usually, when there's a change of schedule in government, it involves a delay that stretches out 
the timetable for getting work done. That apparently wasn't the case with Y-12's role in 
dismantling second-stage components of B53 bombs, some of the biggest nuclear weapons 
ever put into play. 
 
Steven Wyatt, a spokesman for the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA), today 
confirmed that workers at the Oak Ridge plant dismantled their first B53 unit in December 2010. 
That was far in advance of an earlier schedule, which indicated Y-12 wouldn't begin the work 
until late FY 2011 or early FY 2012. 
 
The B53 weapon system was one of the biggest nuclear bombs ever built. Each bomb is about 
the size of a mini-van, weighs about 10,000 lbs, and has an explosive yield of about 9 
megatons. After initial dismantlement takes place at the Pantex warhead assembly/disassembly 
plant near Amarillo, Texas, the parts originally built at Y-12 are shipped back to the Oak Ridge 
plant for dismantlement and recycling of materials. 
 
"The B53 dismantlement work is on schedule," Wyatt said via email. "Regarding the December 
2010 start, this was a case where the schedule changed from our earlier plans." 
 
Because of the sheer size of the bomb, some components are reportedly larger than the usual 
weapons parts, and Y-12 installed additional equipment for the B53 work. 
 
The B53 was introduced into the U.S. nuclear stockpile in 1962 and was a major part of the 
Cold War deterrent. It was retired from the arsenal in 1997. 
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Russia to Get Second Aircraft for Open Skies Inspections in 2012 
RIA Novosti, 18 August 2011, en.rian.ru  
Next year Russia will build its second aircraft specially equipped for international aerial 
inspections under the Open Skies Treaty, Vladimir Verba, the director general of Vega concern, 
said on Thursday. 
 
Next year Russia will build its second aircraft specially equipped for international aerial 
inspections under the Open Skies Treaty, Vladimir Verba, the director general of Vega concern, 
said on Thursday. 
 
Russia's first-built Tupolev Tu-214ON aircraft with installed equipment for aerial inspections was 
showcased for the first time at the MAKS-2011 International Air Show in the Moscow Region 
running between August 16 and 21. 
 
"The second Tu-214ON will be built in Russia for the participation in the Open Skies Treaty, in 
other words, for an official aerial reconnaissance, by the end of 2012," Verba said. 
 
He added that it is a unique aircraft with Russian-made equipment capable of conducting optic-
electronic, radiolocation, radio- and radio-technical reconnaissance as well as making 
retranslations. 
 
There will be a total of two such planes and both of them will be handed over to the Russian Air 
Force. 
 
The Open Skies Treaty, signed in 1992 at the initiative of U.S. President George H.W. Bush, 
established a regime of unarmed aerial observation flights over the territories of its 34 member 
states to promote openness and transparency of military forces and activities. 
 
The treaty entered into force on January 1, 2002 and its regime covers the national territories 
(land, islands, and internal and territorial waters) of all the treaty signatory states. It is an 
important element of the European security structure. 
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