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BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION (BWC) 
 
BWC Experts Discuss Biosecurity, Awareness 
Arms Control Association, 07 October 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
Member states of the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) convened their annual Meeting of 
Experts in Geneva August 18-22, 2008.  (727 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION (CWC) 
 
Russia Destroys 29 Percent of Chemical Weapons 
GSN, 03 October 2008, http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/ 
Russia as of Wednesday [October 1] had destroyed 29 percent of its arsenal of chemical 
warfare agents, a total of 11,648 metric tons of material, ITAR-Tass reported. (214 words)  
Click here for full text. 
 
Pueblo Depot Funding Approved 
The Pueblo Chieftain, 09 October 2008, accessed at http://www.cwwg.org/ 
Pueblo Chemical Depot is to receive $147 million to continue chemical demilitarization work 
under the 2009 continuing budget resolution signed last week by President Bush. (266 words)  
Click here for full text. 
 
Statement to the United States Delegation Executive Council Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons Fifty-Fourth Session  
The Hague, Netherlands, 14 October 2008, http://www.state.gov/ 
The United States… will host the next visit by an Executive Council delegation to Pueblo, 
Colorado and Umatilla, Oregon during the first week of June 2009.  (687 words)  
Click here for full text. 
 
 
CONVENTION ON CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS (CCW) 
 
Four Meetings on CCW to be Held in November 
State News Service, 09 October 2008, http://www.unog.ch/ 
A number of meetings related to the 1980 [CCW] will be held at the Palais des Nations in 
Geneva in November. (846 words) Click here for full text. 
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COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST-BAN TREATY (CTBT) 
 
On-Site Inspection Exercise in Kazakhstan Reaches a Successful Conclusion 
CTBTO, 09 October 2008, http://www.ctbto.org/ 
Speaking after the successful conclusion of the Integrated Field Exercise 2008 (IFE08), the 
Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission for the CTBTO, Tibor Tóth described the 
system of on-site inspections as “an additional layer of the verification muscle of the CTBTO.” 
(691 words) Click here for full text. 
 
Nuclear Test-Ban Commission Hopes to Persuade United States to Join Treaty 
AFP, 09 October 2008, accessed via Open Source Center 
The success of an exercise to verify nuclear weapons testing may persuade hold-out countries 
including the United States to join the world test ban treaty, the organizers said Thursday 
[October 9]. (350 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 
INTEGRATED SAFEGUARDS 
 
North Korea Grants IAEA Access to Yongbyon Facilities 
IAEA, 13 October 2008, http://www.iaea.org/ 
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea today [October 13] granted the Agency access to 
the 5 Megawatt Experimental Nuclear Power Plant, the Nuclear Fuel Fabrication Plant and the 
reprocessing facility at Yongbyon. (254 words) Click here for full text. 
 
North Korea Revives Nuclear Disablement 
AFP, 17 October 2008, http://www.spacewar.com/ 
The United States said Friday [October 17] that North Korea has broadly resumed disabling its 
weapons-grade nuclear program, all within days of a deal that revived the troubled negotiations. 
(555 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 
NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY (NPT)  
 
Nuclear Weapons Debated in Sydney   
BBC News Sydney, 20 October 2008, http://news.bbc.co.uk/ 
The first meeting of the newly established International Commission on Nuclear Non-
Proliferation and Disarmament has been held in Sydney.  (255 words) Click here for full text. 
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OPEN SKIES TREATY 
 
OSCE Certifies Italian Pod and Antonov An-30 Airplane 
Avionews, 15 October 2008, accessed via http://news.google.com/ 
Representatives of 25 countries that signed the "Open Skies" Treaty have certified new 
configurations of Italian pod and Antonov An-30 airplane...  (82 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 
STRATEGIC ARMS REDUCTION TREATY (START) 
 
Consultations on Prolonging START May Begin in November 
ITAR-TASS, 18 October 2008, accessed via Open Source Center 
Consultations on whether to prolong the operation of the (START), which is expiring next year, 
will get underway in Geneva in the middle of November, the U.S. Department of State 
spokesman Sean McCormack said in a written statement on Friday [October 17].  (349 words)  
Click here for full text. 
 
 

FULL TEXT OF BI-WEEKLY ARTICLES FOLLOWS: 
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BWC Experts Discuss Biosecurity, Awareness 
Arms Control Association, 07 October 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
The following information was released by the Arms Control Association: 
 
Member states of the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) convened their annual Meeting of 
Experts in Geneva August 18-22, 2008.  Aimed at strengthening implementation and improving 
the effectiveness of the convention, the meeting is part of a four-year program that was 
mandated by the 2006 Sixth Review Conference of the BWC. 
 
Chaired by Ambassador Georgi Avramchev of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, this 
year's meeting focused on two broad themes relating to BWC effectiveness and 
implementation.  According to the official BWC Implementation Unit, the beginning of the week 
emphasized "national, regional and international measures to improve biosafety and 
biosecurity," while the latter half of the sessions focused on "oversight, education, awareness 
raising and...codes of conduct" to prevent the misuse of scientific and biological research. 
Similar topics were discussed at the 2003 and 2005 meetings. 
 
Attendees of the meeting included state scientists; experts from international and regional 
organizations, academies of science, professional organizations, and academic institutions; and 
private sector experts. 
 
Commencing the week's session, state representatives and experts discussed the safety and 
security of laboratories and pathogens. Several member states made remarks on their domestic 
and regional efforts to increase biosecurity and biosafety, and select international organizations 
and scientific bodies, including the World Health Organization, the UN Environment 
Program/Global Environment Facility, and the American Biological Safety Association, made 
educational presentations. The private BioWeapons Prevention Project reported August 20 that 
the amount of detail in the statements and presentations was "substantially greater than in 
previous years." 
 
Meetings later in the week focused on education and awareness among scientists and students 
in order to elucidate the danger of harnessing scientific research in ways prohibited by the 
convention. Presentations and proposals included establishing codes of conduct for scientists 
and vetting scientists involved in sensitive research. 
 
One hundred and one states participated in this year's meeting, including states-parties, 
signatories, and three observer states. The overall participation in the meeting has increased 
from 2007, when 99 states attended, and 2005, when 86 states participated. 
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Richard Lennane, head of the BWC Implementation Support Unit, said in an interview with Arms 
Control Today on September 23 that he observed unprecedented participation among 
Nonaligned Movement (NAM) countries. Formed during the Cold War, NAM is an organization 
of states which did not ally with either power bloc. More than 50 percent of participating states 
were from NAM, which was an increase from 2007 and 2005. Of the 55 participating NAM 
countries, 21 sent technical experts; and 20 NAM states made detailed presentations during the 
week, which was more than double the number in 2007. 
 
The 2008 meeting marked the first time "poster sessions" were organized during the event. 
Focusing on the two themes of the week, the sessions created a forum for experts to display 
posters on their research, allowing other participants to speak with experts in an informal, one-
on-one format. In his August19 remarks for the opening of the session, Avramchev explained 
that these sessions were set up in response to feedback that delegates had provided during 
previous meetings. Experts had "[traveled] long distances to participate...but had found 
themselves trapped in a big conference room...listening to diplomats making speeches." The 
new poster sessions, Avramchev said, would provide an organized forum for attendees to meet 
and communicate so that the meeting is able to make the "most of the valuable opportunity of 
having so many knowledgeable experts in the same place." 
 
To conclude the meeting, Avramchev prepared a compilation of "Considerations, Lessons, 
Perspectives, Recommendations, Conclusions and Proposals" from the statements, 
presentations, working papers, and panels throughout the week. Although the paper was 
drafted solely by Avramchev and was not officially agreed on by delegations, it contained 
suggestions focused on biosecurity and biosafety and education, awareness, and oversight of 
biological research. During its December meeting in Geneva, the meeting of states-parties to 
the BWC will likely consider the compilation. 
 
The BWC currently has 162 member states, and 13 states have signed the convention but not 
ratified it. Since the last Meeting of Experts in 2007, Madagascar and Zambia have acceded to 
the convention, and the United Arab Emirates has ratified the BWC. Avramchev noted during 
the meeting that Cameroon and Mozambique were preparing to become states-parties to the 
BWC and that Comoros, Cote d'Ivoire, Myanmar, and Nepal were making progress in their 
preparations to accede to the convention. 
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Russia Destroys 29 Percent of Chemical Weapons 
GSN, 03 October 2008, http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/ 
Russia as of Wednesday [October 1] had destroyed 29 percent of its arsenal of chemical 
warfare agents, a total of 11,648 metric tons of material, ITAR-Tass reported. 
 
The nation "is entering the decisive stage" in its effort to meet the April 2012 deadline set by the 
Chemical Weapons Convention for full elimination of the 40,000-ton stockpile, said Nikolai 
Khlebnikov, acting chief of the disposal program. 
 
Disposal operations have been completed at one storage location, Gorny. More than 96 percent 
of weapons stored at the Kambarka site have been destroyed, along with nearly 64 percent at 
Maradykovsky, Khlebnikov said. 
 
Work began last month at the Leonidovka storage site, while operations are set to begin in 
December at the Shchuchye plant. Two additional facilities are scheduled to be built between 
2009 and 2011. 
 
Russia this year directed an extra $125 million to chemical weapons disposal operations, to 
make up for money that did not arrive from other nations, said Viktor Kholstov, of the Russian 
Industry and Trade Ministry. 
 
"Despite all financing problems, thanks to immense effort of all involved ministries the federal 
program to eliminate chemical weapons in Russia received major support in the past two years 
and was recognized by the Russian government as one of the most successful goal-oriented 
programs under implementation," Kholstov said. 

http://gsn.nti.org/gsn/
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Pueblo Depot Funding Approved 
The Pueblo Chieftain, 09 October 2008, accessed at http://www.cwwg.org/ 
Pueblo Chemical Depot is to receive $147 million to continue chemical demilitarization work 
under the 2009 continuing budget resolution signed last week by President Bush. 
 
Irene Kornelly, chairwoman of the Colorado Chemical Demilitarization Citizens Advisory 
Committee, said next year's appropriation will extend the 2008 operating budget for another 
year. 
 
"We don't expect to see any money increases until the 2010 budget is prepared by the next 
administration in February," she said. 
 
Perhaps even more important is the 2009 Defense Authorization Act, which gives the Pentagon 
legal authority to spend its budget. That now awaits the president's signature in order to lift 
spending limits that previously have had the unusual effect of the Pueblo Depot having money 
allocated but without the necessary congressional authority to spend it all. 
 
Pueblo Chemical Depot has been beset by seemingly endless delays in getting the money 
necessary to move full speed ahead with the job of neutralizing and destroying stores of 
mustard agent. The United States is under treaty obligations and mandates by federal law to 
complete destruction of the chemical weapons stockpile by April 29, 2012, but certainly no later 
than December 31, 2017. 
 
That's why the continuing budget resolution and the pending Defense Authorization Act are so 
important to getting on with the job. 
 
Bechtel Corp., the government's contractor to oversee the work, plans to hire operations 
employees—60 to 100 people between June and December 2009 and then about 20 new 
employees monthly after that. 
 
It's critical that the government keep Pueblo Chemical Depot funding on track. The project will 
offer worthy Pueblo-area residents training and employment opportunities. 

http://www.cwwg.org/
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Statement to the United States Delegation Executive Council Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons Fifty-Fourth Session  
The Hague, Netherlands, 14 October 2008, http://www.state.gov/ 
 
[Note: The following are excerpts from the Statement delivered by Ambassador Eric M. Javits, Head of 
the U.S Delegation to the OPCW and United States Permanent Representative to the OPCW for the past 
six years.  The full version of this article is available at http://www.state.gov/t/isn/rls/rm/111004.html]     
 
Madame Chairperson, Mr. Director-General, distinguished delegates:  
 
[…]Our last Executive Council meeting in June was a notable success. We completed a 
significant number of actions and concluded on time. I believe that much of this success can be 
credited to the enthusiastic engagement of our able new Chairperson, Ambassador Oksana 
Tomova, with strong support from the Vice Chairmen and the Technical Secretariat, as well as 
to the commitment by all delegations to work cooperatively and constructively. I very much look 
forward to this week’s session continuing this gratifying precedent of solid accomplishment […] 
 
Since our last meeting, quietly and without the public recognition it rightly deserves, a State 
Party completed the destruction of its entire chemical weapons stockpile becoming the second 
State Party to do so, and before its deadline. We extend our warmest congratulations and deep 
appreciation for a job well done. With this accomplishment, we were brought one step closer to 
achieving a world without chemical weapons.  
 
I also would like to thank the Chairperson and members of the Council, the Director-General, 
and the officials from the Technical Secretariat who visited the Chemical Weapons Destruction 
Facility at Shchuchye in the Russian Federation last month on behalf of the Council. The United 
States was pleased to send a senior representative as a member of the group. I would also like 
to thank the Russian Government for hosting the visit. This visit, like the earlier one to the 
Anniston facility in the United States, is an important part of the series of exchanges which 
contribute to confidence building, and which demonstrate the commitment of the United States 
and the Russian Federation to the complete destruction of their stockpiles.   
 
For the United States, I am pleased to reiterate Dr. Hopkins’ announcement yesterday that we 
will host the next visit by an Executive Council delegation to Pueblo, Colorado and Umatilla, 
Oregon during the first week of June 2009. As Dr. Hopkins reported, we have now destroyed 
over 55 percent of our stockpile, have completed operations at our Newport facility, and have 
destroyed over 95 percent of our total stockpile of nerve agent. We have worked hard to  
 

http://www.state.gov/
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eliminate the weapons of greatest risk first, and now continue to make steady progress on 
eliminating our remaining stockpile.   
 
While no new states have joined the Chemical Weapons Convention since June, the Dominican 
Republic has moved one step closer in its legislative process toward completing its accession. 
The Bahamas, Iraq, and Lebanon are also very close to completing the final steps of accession, 
and we urge all of these states to do so as soon as possible. This Organization is drawing close 
to its longstanding goal of universal membership in the Convention, and all of us should 
redouble our efforts to encourage the remaining eleven states to join with the rest of the world 
community in banning chemical weapons forever […] 
 
On a more sobering subject, I find it sad, yet an unfortunate reality that even once all declared 
chemical weapons stockpiles have been destroyed by the member states, the people of our 
global community may still be threatened by the possibility that individuals, cults, criminals or 
terrorists may nevertheless use chemicals in a hostile manner to cause death and destruction.  
 
While the OPCW is not an organization to combat terrorism per se nor is it seeking a new 
counter-terrorism mandate, we can offer a forum for relevant senior government officials and 
industry experts to gather and discuss various methods and approaches to promote and 
enhance chemical security and safety efforts, including threats from chemical terrorism. This 
concept was upheld during the Second Review Conference, when the Conference affirmed the 
continued relevance of the Open-Ended Working Group on Terrorism.  
 
We thank Ms. Annie-Claire Mari of France for her dedicated efforts in chairing this group. I 
would encourage all of you to help make the Open-Ended Working Group a truly effective 
mechanism by working with the Technical Secretariat and each other in a determined manner to 
do all in our power to increase the level of chemical safety and security thereby reducing the 
very real threat of chemical terrorism in the twenty-first century […] 
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Four Meetings on Convention on Prohibitions on the Use of Certain Conventional 
Weapons to be Held in November 
State News Service, 09 October 2008, http://www.unog.ch/ 
A number of meetings related to the 1980 Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use 
of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to 
Have Indiscriminate Effects (CCW) will be held at the Palais des Nations in Geneva in 
November, including the meeting of the Group of Governmental Experts which is negotiating a 
proposal to address the humanitarian impact of cluster munitions from 3 to 7 November; the 
Second Conference of the High Contracting Parties of the CCW Protocol V on explosive 
remnants of war from 10 to 11 November; the Tenth Annual Conference of the High Contracting 
Parties to Amended Protocol II on 12 November; and the Meeting of the High Contracting 
Parties to the Convention on 13 and 14 November. 
 
The Group of Governmental Experts is currently negotiating "a proposal to address urgently the 
humanitarian impact of cluster munitions, while striking a balance between military and 
humanitarian considerations," pursuant to the mandate adopted by the 2007 Meeting of the 
High Contracting Parties to the CCW.  At its fifth session, which will be held from 3 to 7 
November, the Group of Governmental Experts will consider the Chair’s text, which contains 
prohibitions, restrictions, and other regulations on the use of cluster munitions and will form the 
basis of the negotiations. The aim of this exercise will be to adopt a new CCW protocol on 
cluster munitions. Should the States Parties decide to agree on a negotiated text, the proposed 
draft protocol on cluster munitions will be reported to the 2008 Meeting of the High Contracting 
Parties to the Convention for further consideration and adoption.  
 
The Second Conference of the High Contracting Parties to the CCW Protocol V on explosive 
remnants of war, which will meet on 10 and 11 November, will review the work of the 
implementation mechanism established by the First Conference of the States Parties in 
November 2007 aimed at further operationalizing the Protocol, as well as the reporting and 
information exchange databases established as means to increase transparency.  
 
The above mechanism consists of annual informal meetings of experts chaired by thematic 
coordinators. The 2008 Meeting of experts was held from 2 to 4 July and succeeded in 
implementing a flexible and stable framework for international cooperation. The Second 
Conference will consider, in particular, the findings and recommendations of the Meeting of 
experts and take decisions on the major substantive items of the Protocol’s implementation: (1) 
clearance; (2) cooperation and assistance, and requests for assistance; (3) generic electronic 
template, and national reporting; (4) generic preventive measures; and (5) victim assistance.  
 

http://www.unog.ch/
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The Protocol recognizes the serious post-conflict humanitarian problems caused by explosive 
remnants of war and addresses post-conflict remedial measures of a generic nature in order to 
minimize the occurrence, effects and the risk of explosive remnants of war.  
 
At the Tenth Annual Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Amended Protocol II, which 
will be held on 12 November, the States Parties are expected to review the operation and status 
of the Protocol, and in particular: the nine-year deferral period for complying with the 
detectability and self-destruct requirements for anti-personnel mines, which expired on 3 
December 2007; the transparency reports submitted by the States parties on an annual basis; 
as well as how to increase the efficiency of the annual meetings of the States parties to the 
Protocol. 
 
Finally, the Meeting of the High Contracting Parties to the Convention will be held from 13 to 14 
November. One of the most important decisions will be to consider the adoption of a new 
instrument (Protocol) on cluster munitions. Based on last year’s decision, the Meeting is 
expected to also consider the issue on Mines Other Than Anti-Personnel Mines under the 
overall responsibility of the Chairperson, the status of the implementation of and compliance 
with the Convention and its Protocols, the implementation of the Plan of Action to Promote the 
Universality of the Convention and its annexed Protocols, as well as the functioning of the CCW 
Sponsorship Program.  
 
The purpose of the [CCW] is to ban or restrict the use of specific types of weapons that are 
considered to cause unnecessary or unjustifiable suffering to combatants or to affect civilians 
indiscriminately. The CCW consists of an umbrella convention, which sets the legal framework 
of the CCW regime (ratification and accession, dissemination of information, review conferences 
etc.) and five protocols addressing different types of weapons of explosive ordnance. 
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On-Site Inspection Exercise in Kazakhstan Reaches a Successful 
Conclusion 
CTBTO, 09 October 2008, http://www.ctbto.org/ 
“The exercise, its scope and dimension, was unprecedented. This was, after all, the inspectors’ 
first opportunity to practice all of the elements of an inspection together, as one continuous and 
integrated process…The lessons that have been learnt will prove a great leap forward in 
achieving on-site inspection readiness.”  
 
Speaking after the successful conclusion of the Integrated Field Exercise 2008 (IFE08), the 
Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban 
Treaty Organization (CTBTO), Tibor Tóth described the system of on-site inspections as “an 
additional layer of the verification muscle of the CTBTO.” 
 
When the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea declared that it had conducted a nuclear test 
in October 2006, key elements of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty’s (CTBT) global 
alarm system already proved their verification capabilities.   
 
With IFE08 further proof has been provided of the CTBT’s verifiability.  The CTBTO 
demonstrated its capacity to launch and conduct an effective on-site inspection (OSI) after the 
Treaty has entered into force. An OSI will involve a team of inspectors who will gather facts 
directly in the location where there is suspicion that a nuclear explosion has been carried out. 
IFE08 also allowed the CTBTO to fulfill one of its main objectives by testing, evaluating and 
integrating OSI elements such as the test manual, equipment, standard operating procedures 
and infrastructure.  
 
“In a comparatively short period of time, a great wealth of knowledge has been created. It will 
bring the verification regime closer and closer to a state of readiness. Lessons have been learnt 
about equipment and scientific data, and about logistics and procedures,” Tóth explained. He 
went on to say that 2009 will be devoted to analyzing and evaluating the exercise, both 
internally and externally. 
 
The exercise was conducted over a five week period, one week in Vienna and one month of 
field activities in Kazakhstan. It was a huge logistical undertaking. 200 participants including 40 
inspectors and almost 50 tonnes of equipment were transported from Vienna to Kazakhstan. 
The makeshift camp that constituted the Base of Operation for the exercise was located in a 
remote area, close to the former Soviet Union nuclear test site at Semipalatinsk where over 450 
nuclear explosions were conducted between 1945 and 1989. This factor and the remote 
location made the conditions for the exercise as real as possible. 

http://www.ctbto.org/
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To provide the exercise with a realistic setting for a possible violation of the CTBT, the fictitious 
State of Arcania was invented. After several seismic stations belonging to the CTBT’s 
International Monitoring System (IMS) registered a seismic event of magnitude four in the 
northeast of Arcania, an imaginary neighboring State requested an OSI.  Arcania denied having 
carried out a nuclear explosion in violation of the CTBT, asserting that a shallow earthquake had 
triggered the alarm.  
 
At the tented settlement, the CTBTO inspectors and representatives of Arcania, the inspected 
State Party started their work in an inspection area comprising a massive 1000 square 
kilometers. 
 
Extreme weather conditions at the start of the OSI simulation threatened to hamper operations. 
However, the inspection team persevered in its quest to establish whether or not Arcania had 
conducted a recent nuclear test explosion in violation of the Treaty. The inspectors employed 
visual observations, seismic measuring, and radionuclide detection followed by more intrusive 
methods. These were designed to find features of potential underground nuclear explosions that 
were not visible from the surface.  
 
Information gathered during the four week period did not prove that Arcania had conducted an 
underground nuclear explosion.  In conclusion of the inspection, the inspection team had a final 
meeting with representatives of the Inspected State Party to review the preliminary findings, 
discuss recommendations and to clarify any ambiguities. 
 
IFE08 was made possible by the Government of Kazakhstan, which hosted the operation and 
provided a helicopter and pilots to facilitate the exercise. Ambassador Kairat Abrakhmanov of 
Kazakhstan to the CTBTO in Vienna explained that 12 government ministries had been involved 
in the preparation of the exercise through the provision of political, logistical and technical 
support. Tribute was also paid by Tóth to the European Union for its financial contributions, to 
the States Signatories for their support and to all IFE08 participants. 
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Nuclear Test-Ban Commission Hopes to Persuade United States to Join Treaty 
AFP, 09 October 2008, accessed via Open Source Center 
The success of an exercise to verify nuclear weapons testing may persuade hold-out countries 
including the United States to join the world test ban treaty, the organizers said Thursday 
[October 9]. 
 
Tibor Toth, head of the CTBTO Preparatory Commission, which is working to implement the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), also said he hoped Washington would 
change its stance.... 
 
"The period ahead of us is determining," Toth said. 
 
Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama "has said he is supportive" and his 
Republican rival John McCain "has expressed his readiness to come back to the issue of 
verification," Toth said. 
 
The "unprecedented" inspection mission took place at the former Soviet nuclear test site of 
Semipalatinsk, in northern Kazakhstan from September 1-25.  Some 40 inspectors with 50 
tonnes of sophisticated equipment combed the 1,000 square kilometer (400 square-mile) site to 
detect and analyze traces of nuclear testing. 
 
"Such inspections can provide additional hard evidence" to verify whether unauthorized tests 
have taken place, Toth said.  "We hope we can convince those who might still have questions 
about how to make the treaty verifiable." 
 
The CTBT was drafted in 1996 to ban all nuclear explosions worldwide. It has been signed by 
178 nations and ratified by 144 of them.  The Preparatory Commission is the precursor to the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO), which will be set up once the 
treaty has been ratified by the 44 key states that possess nuclear power or research reactors. 
 
Nuclear powers Britain, France and Russia are among those that have ratified the treaty.  But 
nine have yet to do so, including nuclear powers China, India, Pakistan and the United States, 
as well as Israel, which has never officially confirmed it has the bomb. North Korea, which has 
tested a nuclear bomb, and Iran, which is suspected of seeking to acquire one, are also yet to 
ratify. The other two countries holding out are Egypt and Indonesia. 
 
The CTBTO preparatory commission has some 340 facilities around the world as part of its 
verification regime to monitor any signs of nuclear explosions. 
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North Korea Grants IAEA Access to Yongbyon Facilities 
IAEA, 13 October 2008, http://www.iaea.org/ 
The following is a statement to the media by IAEA Spokesperson Melissa Fleming on the 
situation in the DPRK: 
 
The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea [DPRK] today granted the Agency access to the 5 
Megawatt Experimental Nuclear Power Plant, the Nuclear Fuel Fabrication Plant and the 
reprocessing facility at Yongbyon. As you will recall, the DPRK informed the IAEA on October 9 
that its access to these facilities would no longer be permitted. 
 
The Agency inspectors were also informed today that, as of tomorrow, October 14, core 
discharge activities at the reactor would be resumed, monitored by Agency inspectors. 
 
Agency inspectors will also now be permitted to re-apply the containment and surveillance 
measures at the reprocessing facility. 
 
The Agency has not yet been briefed on the details of the verification measures agreed to by 
the United States and the DPRK as a baseline for a Verification Protocol. We assume that we 
will be fully briefed once all the Six Parties have met to consider it. 
 
Naturally, any additional verification role envisaged for the Agency under the Verification 
Protocol that goes beyond the IAEA’s present ad hoc monitoring and verification arrangement 
with the DPRK will require Board authorization. 
 
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) serves as the world's foremost 
intergovernmental forum for scientific and technical co-operation in the peaceful use of nuclear 
technology. Established as an autonomous organization under the United Nations (UN) in 1957, 
the IAEA carries out programs to maximize the useful contribution of nuclear technology to 
society while verifying its peaceful use. 

http://www.iaea.org/
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North Korea Revives Nuclear Disablement 
AFP, 17 October 2008, http://www.spacewar.com/ 
The United States said Friday [October 17] that North Korea has broadly resumed disabling its 
weapons-grade nuclear program, all within days of a deal that revived the troubled negotiations. 
 
North Korea has removed more fuel rods from the nuclear reactor, put all seals back on 
equipment at the Yongbyon complex and restored the monitoring system there, according to 
U.S. experts cited by the State Department. 
 
State Department spokesman Sean McCormack told reporters that the United States was 
satisfied "thus far" with North Korea's actions toward fulfilling its pledges. 
 
A weeks-long deadlock was broken on October 11 when Washington struck North Korea from a 
terror blacklist after saying Pyongyang agreed to steps to verify its nuclear disarmament and 
pledged to resume disabling its atomic plants. 
 
Just months before U.S. President George W. Bush leaves office on January 20, the deal saved 
the disarmament negotiations—involving the United States, the two Koreas, China, Japan and 
Russia—from potential collapse. 
 
"All the seals are back on, the surveillance equipment is back reinstalled, and the equipment 
that had been removed is back where it had been," McCormack told reporters during the daily 
press briefing. 
 
"In addition to that, they have removed more rods from the reactor. So on the reactor they have 
actually gone beyond where they were prior to their reversing their disablement steps," he said. 
 
He added that "60 percent of the reactor rods have been removed," but said he did not know 
when the process should be completed. 
 
"Now on the reprocessing and fuel fabrication facilities, they have not yet gotten to that baseline 
where they were before. There is still work to be done, but (there is) progress on it," he added. 
 
McCormack said the next step will be for a meeting of Christopher Hill, the assistant secretary of 
state for East Asia and Pacific Affairs, and his counterparts from the other countries to discuss 
the verification steps. 
 
The measures have still to be formally agreed as part of a protocol. 

http://www.spacewar.com/
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"The Chinese, as chair of the six-party process, have not yet announced the date for that 
(meeting), so I am not going to get out ahead of them," McCormack said. 
 
"There are actually dates that are being discussed, not yet fully agreed upon and, therefore, not 
yet announced," he said, adding he expected an announcement soon. 
 
Last week's agreement allows for outside experts to visit both declared and undeclared sites in 
North Korea, take and remove samples and equipment for analysis, view documents and 
interview nuclear program staff, U.S. officials said. 
 
However, visits to undeclared sites will require "mutual consent," they said. 
 
They said the measures—which will form part of a verification protocol to be adopted in the 
"near future"—also apply to the plutonium programs as well as to the suspected uranium 
enrichment and proliferation programs. 
 
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice last week struck North Korea from a list of countries 
sponsoring terrorism after Pyongyang agreed to the disarmament verification steps, U.S. 
officials said. 
 
Pyongyang had expected to be struck from the list weeks after it submitted a declaration in June 
of its nuclear activities, but Washington had insisted it agree to a verification regime first. 
 
Angered at the U.S. refusal to remove it from the blacklist, North Korea had moved toward 
restarting its nuclear reactor and other operations at Yongbyon. 
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Nuclear Weapons Debated in Sydney   
BBC News Sydney, 20 October 2008, http://news.bbc.co.uk/ 
The first meeting of the newly established International Commission on Nuclear Non-
Proliferation and Disarmament has been held in Sydney.   
 
It was set up by the Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd.  He is aiming to reinvigorate the 
global debate ahead of a 2010 conference which will review the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT).  He launched the scheme in June after visiting Hiroshima in Japan, which was 
devastated by a nuclear bomb in 1945.  
 
The commission is being co-chaired by Australia's former foreign minister, Gareth Evans and 
Japan's former foreign minister, Yoriko Kawaguchi.  
 
Given a two-year mandate, the new commission is intended to revive the global debate on the 
spread of nuclear weapons ahead of the 2010 conference, which will review the four decades 
old Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.  
 
The new body includes commissioners drawn from five nuclear powers—the U.S., China, 
Russia, the UK and France—as well as other countries including Indonesia, Germany, South 
Africa and Norway.  
 
Most significant perhaps is the participation of two senior figures from India and Pakistan: a 
former Indian diplomat, Brajesh Mishra, and ex-army chief, Jehangir Karamat.  
 
Neither country has entered into international talks on non-proliferation since the Treaty came 
into effect in 1970, and although the two men are not formally representing their governments, 
their inclusion is being widely interpreted as a sign of progress.  
 
The co-chair Mr Evans has said that the world can never achieve nuclear disarmament unless 
countries which have refused to join the non-proliferation treaty—such as India, Pakistan, Israel 
and North Korea—are brought into the new process.  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/
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OSCE Certifies Italian Pod and Antonov An-30 Airplane 
Avionews, 15 October 2008, accessed via http://news.google.com/ 
Representatives of 25 countries that signed the "Open Skies" Treaty have certified new 
configurations of the Italian pod and Antonov An-30 airplane modified by Romania Air Force 
dedicated to surveillance flights.  
 
Tests have been carried out in the airport of Otopeni, Romania.  
 
Italy participated with a Lockheed Martin C-130J airplane and three officers and a non-
commissioned officer of the CIVA (Centro interforze verifica armamenti).  
 
Since 2002, over 1,500 surveillance flights have been carrying out.  
 
The meeting took place from September 15 to 19, 2008.  

http://news.google.com/
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Consultations on Prolonging START May Begin in November 
ITAR-TASS, 18 October 2008, accessed via Open Source Center 
Consultations on whether to prolong the operation of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
(START), which is expiring next year, will get underway in Geneva in the middle of November, 
the U.S. Department of State spokesman Sean McCormack said in a written statement on 
Friday [October 17]. 
 
He recalled that Russian and U.S. officials had conducted some detailed discussions of the 
START's future already. The United States hopes the discussions will go on, he said. 
 
The signatories are obliged to hold a meeting no later than one year before the expiration of the 
START treaty, that is December 5, 2008 to look into whether to prolong the treaty or not. 
 
McCormack said such a meeting was due in the middle of November in Genera, but he 
refrained from disclosing the names of negotiators. 
 
Russia and the United States signed the START treaty back in 1991. It took effect on December 
5, 1994. Under the treaty the signatories are to reduce the number of nuclear arms delivery 
vehicles, including ground-launched inter-continental ballistic missiles, to 1,600, and the number 
of warheads, to 6,000. Also, the treaty established a mechanism to verify compliance with the 
treaty by means of mutual inspections of facilities where the armaments in question are stored 
or eliminated. 
 
In 2002 Russia and the United States concluded the Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty 
[SORT or the Moscow Treaty] that imposed caps on the number of warheads arming 
operational delivery vehicles to 1,700-2,200. These levels are to be achieved by December 
2012. Either country reserves the right to have a composition and structure of the strategic 
offensive forces it deems appropriate. The warheads in stock are unaccountable. 
 
Moscow wants START to be replaced with a new, legally binding agreement. 
 
Considerable reductions of strategic offensive arms were carried out in keeping with START, 
which served as a key instrument in that respect. The Moscow Treaty was an important 
addendum and it stays effective. The two countries shall keep working on a legally binding 
agreement that would replace START, Vladimir Putin and George Bush said in a joint 
declaration adopted in Sochi on the April 6, 2008. 
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