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CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION (CWC) 
 
Protection Network Meeting Held in Russian Federation 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 02 November 2011; www.opcw.org 
A meeting of the Protection Network was jointly organized by the OPCW and the National 
Authority of the Russian Federation in Kaliningrad from October 19-21, 2011. (295 words)  
Click here for full text.   
 
UMCDF Skyline Changes as Brine Stack Comes Down 
U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency, 02 November 2011, www.cma.army.mil 
The first obvious physical change to the Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility (UMCDF) 
since the completion of agent processing last week occurred this morning when the Brine 
Reduction Area (BRA) pollution abatement system (PAS) stack was removed. (225 words)  
Click here for full text.   
 
Director-General Closes Challenge Inspection Exercise in Thailand 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 07 November 2011; www.opcw.org 
During his visit on November 3-4, 2011, Director-General Ahmet Üzümcü made courtesy calls 
on ministerial officials in Bangkok and then visited the chemical plant site hosting the Challenge 
Inspection Field Exercise 2011. (255 words) Click here for full text.   
 
Basic Course for CWC National Authorities 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 07 November 2011; www.opcw.org 
The Technical Secretariat organized the Basic Course for the Personnel of National Authorities 
Involved in the Implementation of Chemical Weapons Convention at OPCW Headquarters, in 
The Hague, Netherlands, November 1-4, 2011. (243 words) Click here for full text.   
 
Deseret Chemical Depot Destroys All Remaining Nerve Agent 
U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency, 10 November 2011, www.cma.army.mil 
Workers at the Area 10 Liquid Incinerator (ATLIC) today safely destroyed the last of the 
stockpiled nerve agent stored at Deseret Chemical Depot. (148 words) Click here for full text.   
 
Meeting of OPCW Permanent Representations in Brussels 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 11 November 2011; www.opcw.org  
The Deputy Director-General, Mrs. Grace Asirwatham, addressed the meeting [of OPCW 
Permanent Representations in Brussels] on November 4, 2011 accompanied by Ambassador 
Peter Goosens, Chairperson of the OPCW Executive Council. (451 words) Click here for full text. 
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COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST-BAN TREATY (CTBT) 
 
Science Replaces Nuclear Tests 
Arms Control Association (ACA), 02 November 2011, www.armscontrol.org  
By Daryl G. Kimball and Tom Z. Collina 
The Senate voted against the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) in 1999, in large 
part because the stewardship program was as yet unproven. (1,041 words) Click here for full text.   
 
United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs Establishes Vienna Office 
UN Information Service, 10 November 2011, www.unis.unvienna.org  
The newly established Vienna-base of the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs 
(UNODA) has started to operate with the arrival of its Chief, Franz Kolar on November 2, 2011. 
(219 words) Click here for full text.   
 
 
NEW STRATEGIC ARMS REDUCTION TREATY (NEW START) 
 
Pentagon Weighs Cuts to Nuclear Arsenal 
Agence France Presse (AFP), 11 November 2011, news.google.com  
Under pressure to trim the massive U.S. defense budget, the Pentagon is considering cuts to 
the country's formidable nuclear arsenal, a costly pillar of American military power. (666 words)  
Click here for full text.   
 
Russia Deploys ICBM Simulation Gear 
Global Security Newswire, 14 November 2011, gsn.nti.org  
Russia this year supplied over 50 Topol-M and Yars ICBM trainer units to its Teikovo missile 
division, a military official told ITAR-Tass on Friday. (123 words) Click here for full text.   
 
 
OPEN SKIES (OS) TREATY 
 
Open Skies Surveillance Flights Begin over Russia 
RT, 07 November 2011, rt.com  
In accordance with the Treaty on Open Skies, U.S. and German military personnel will conduct 
observer flights over Russia, the Russian Defense Ministry press service has reported.   
(356 words) Click here for full text.   
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Protection Network Meeting Held in Russian Federation 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 02 November 2011; www.opcw.org 
A meeting of the Protection Network was jointly organized by the OPCW and the National 
Authority of the Russian Federation in Kaliningrad from October 19-21, 2011. The meeting was 
attended by 10 experts in assistance and protection representing nine States Parties.*  
 
The Protection Network is a group of 20 experts nominated by States Parties who are involved 
in the emergency response to, and assistance and protection against, toxic chemicals. The 
group provides advice to the OPCW Technical Secretariat on the implementation of Article X 
[Assistance and Protection against Chemical Weapons] of the Chemical Weapons Convention 
(CWC). The gathering in Kaliningrad was the network’s ninth meeting. 
 
Mr. Valentin Rubaylo from the National Authority of the Russian Federation, in his opening 
remarks delivered on the first day of the meeting, commended the work of the Protection 
Network and stressed the importance of expert support to the implementation of assistance and 
protection provisions of the CWC. He reiterated the Russian Federation’s full support for the 
effective implementation of all provisions of the Convention. 
 
The meeting covered topics such as evaluating the impact of assistance and protection capacity 
building programs; establishment of regional centers of training (CWCAPC), regional networking 
in assistance and protection; and the preparedness of the Technical Secretariat and States 
Parties preparedness to respond to a chemical weapons attack, inter alia. Participants also 
elected Mr. Jaroslaw Szulc of Poland as chairperson of the Protection Network.  
 
Participants visited the regional headquarters of the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the 
Russian Federation (EMERCOM) where they were familiarized with the emergency response 
system of the Russian Federation, including the prevention and mitigation of chemical incidents, 
and attended a demonstration of specialized equipment used for emergency response.  
 
* Australia, Czech Republic, China, India, Italy, Pakistan, Poland, United Kingdom and United States 
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UMCDF Skyline Changes as Brine Stack Comes Down 
U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency, 02 November 2011, www.cma.army.mil 
The first obvious physical change to the Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility (UMCDF) 
since the completion of agent processing last week occurred this morning when the Brine 
Reduction Area (BRA) pollution abatement system (PAS) stack was removed.  
 
“Today, the UMCDF plant skyline changed for the first time since construction was completed in 
2001,” said Gary Anderson, UMCDF Site Project Manager. “Closure activities have now begun 
in earnest.” Subcontractor Brandenburg Industrial made torch cuts on the 65-foot-high exhaust 
stack and then used a crane to lift the two sections to the ground.  
 
The entire BRA-PAS building is being removed as closure work at the plant gears up. The BRA-
PAS demolition work is expected to be completed by next month. The BRA was used to process 
brine generated during the GB and VX nerve agent campaigns. Brine generated during the 
recently-completed mustard blister agent campaign was shipped off-site for disposal. 
 
About half of the plant structures will be demolished over the next two to three years to comply 
with the UMCDF’s Resource Conservation and Recovery Act permit from the state. All areas 
used to process chemical agent or the exhaust from the furnaces will be torn down.  
 
UMCDF completed the mustard processing campaign on October 25, culminating more than 
seven years of operations that destroyed more than 220,000 individual munitions and about 
3,720 tons of chemical agent. 
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Director-General Closes Challenge Inspection Exercise in Thailand 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 07 November 2011; www.opcw.org 
During his visit on November 3-4, 2011, Director-General Ahmet Üzümcü made courtesy calls 
on ministerial officials in Bangkok and then visited the chemical plant site hosting the Challenge 
Inspection Field Exercise 2011.   
 
The Director-General called on H.E. Mr. Jullapong Nonsrichai, Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
and on Mr. Chumpol Cheewaprapanunt, Deputy Director-General in the Department of 
Industrial Works, Ministry of Industry. In these meetings Director-General Üzümcü expressed 
his deep gratitude for Thailand’s willingness to host the Challenge Inspection Field Exercise 
despite the national flooding emergency.  The officials assured the Director-General of 
Thailand’s strong commitment to the Chemical Weapons Convention and of its continued 
support for the work of the OPCW. 
 
While in Bangkok the Director-General conducted interviews with the Xinhua News Agency, and 
with leading Thai media to discuss the Challenge Inspection Exercise, including Radio Thailand, 
National Broadcasting Television’s “Newsline” program, and the official radio network of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.   
 
In his address at the chemical plant site, the Director-General expressed his solidarity with the 
government and people of Thailand in coping with the extensive floods in the country, adding 
that staging the Challenge Inspection Exercise under such exceptional circumstances 
underscored the country’s firm commitment to the Chemical Weapons Convention.  
 
He further noted that in view of the expected reduction of OPCW inspectors in the years ahead, 
it is necessary to ensure the OPCW remains a strong barrier against chemical weapons and 
that such exercises make an invaluable contribution to the Technical Secretariat’s efforts as it 
gears for this transition with fewer resources. 
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Basic Course for CWC National Authorities 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 07 November 2011; www.opcw.org 
The Technical Secretariat of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 
organized the Basic Course for the Personnel of National Authorities Involved in the 
Implementation of Chemical Weapons Convention at the OPCW Headquarters, The Hague, the 
Netherlands, November 1-4, 2011. The course was attended by 23 participants, representing 21 
States Parties.*  
 
The program of the Basic Course covered a variety of subjects. Among these were the 
Chemical Weapons Convention, an overview of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons, the role of National Authority, the rights and obligations of States Parties under the 
CWC, the verification and transfers regimes under the Convention, and an introduction to the 
Electronic Declaration Tool for National Authorities (EDNA) version 2.1.  
 
Participants were also briefed on the programs of the International Cooperation and Assistance 
Division, namely assistance and protection programs, international co-operation in the field of 
chemistry, and implementation support programs of the Technical Secretariat. Finally, the 
course included a series of exercises on the preparation of declarations under Article VI of the 
CWC which created the necessary balance between the theoretical and practical aspects of the 
course. 
 
The basic course is a key element in the program offered to the States Parties by the Technical 
Secretariat in order to assist and prepare National Authorities to effectively implement the 
Chemical Weapons Convention. 
 
* Belarus, Bhutan, Cambodia, Canada, Colombia, Croatia, Georgia, Honduras, Indonesia, Jamaica, 
Jordan, Latvia, Macedonia, Pakistan, Palau, Poland, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Ukraine, Uruguay, United Arab 
Emirates 
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Deseret Chemical Depot Destroys All Remaining Nerve Agent 
U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency, 10 November 2011, www.cma.army.mil 
Workers at the Area 10 Liquid Incinerator (ATLIC) today safely destroyed the last of the 
stockpiled nerve agent stored at Deseret Chemical Depot [DCD].  
 
Incineration of the four GA nerve agent-filled bulk containers began less than two weeks ago at 
a smaller-scale incineration system located in the depot’s “Area 10,” where chemical agent-filled 
munitions have been stored since World War II. The entire U.S. stockpile of GA nerve agent had 
been safeguarded by workers at the depot from the time the agent was seized by the U.S. in 
Nazi Germany near the end of World War II.  
 
Preparations will soon begin for the ATLIC’s final agent destruction campaign targeting another 
relatively small stockpile, Lewisite blister-agent, while the Tooele Chemical Agent Disposal 
Facility nears completion of disposal operations for the few remaining mustard agent-filled 
munitions.  
 
The entire DCD chemical weapons stockpile is expected to be safely eliminated by early 2012. 
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Meeting of OPCW Permanent Representations in Brussels 
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, 11 November 2011; www.opcw.org  
The Deputy Director-General, Mrs. Grace Asirwatham, addressed the meeting [of OPCW 
Permanent Representations in Brussels] on November 4, 2011 accompanied by Ambassador 
Peter Goosens, Chairperson of the OPCW Executive Council. The purpose of the gathering was 
to brief the Permanent Representations based in Brussels on current issues at the OPCW, 
including activities related to international cooperation and assistance.  
 
Ambassador Goosens responded to questions regarding preparations for the 16th Session of 
the Conference of the States Parties, which will take place from November 28 – December 2 in 
The Hague. In her remarks, Mrs. Asirwatham noted that 62 of the OPCW’s 188 Permanent 
Representations are based in Brussels, including 33 from the African Group, and welcomed the 
opportunity to speak with the group. She reviewed the main challenges facing the Organization, 
referencing the report of the Advisory Panel on Future Priorities of the OPCW and the retreat 
held in September with 80 Permanent Representatives to discuss its recommendations. 
 
The Deputy Director-General provided an update on developments in Libya and the recent visit 
of an OPCW inspection team to the storage depot in Ruwagha, which found that the full 
stockpile of undestroyed sulfur mustard and precursors remains in place. She noted the 
upcoming deadline of April 29, 2012 for the complete destruction of global chemical weapons 
stockpiles, and that over 70 percent of all declared stockpiles have been destroyed to date. She 
added that Russia and the United States will miss the deadline, and that informal discussions 
are being held by Ambassador Goosens to deal with the issue in a constructive manner. 
 
Mrs. Asirwatham stated that, in an age of uncertainties and terrorist threats, preventing the 
misuse of toxic chemicals is as important as the nonproliferation of chemical weapons. In this 
context she noted the OPCW’s Conference on International Cooperation and Chemical Safety 
and Security, held in September to commemorate the International Year of Chemistry. She said 
the Conference resulted in the clear recognition by States Parties of the OPCW as a forum for 
concerted action in the field of chemical safety and security. 
 
The Deputy Director-General reviewed a number of administrative issues facing the Technical 
Secretariat, including the proposed 2012 budget, expected staff reductions, and tenure policy.  
She noted that even though the overall budget has been reduced, there is an increase of 13 
percent in the budget for international cooperation and assistance. She cited the Program to 
Strengthen Cooperation with Africa as an example of the great importance the OPCW gives to 
maintaining close relations with African States Parties and regional organizations such as the 
African Union, who are indispensible partners in furthering the full and effective implementation 
of the Chemical Weapons Convention.   
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Science Replaces Nuclear Tests 
Arms Control Association (ACA), 02 November 2011, www.armscontrol.org  
By Daryl G. Kimball and Tom Z. Collina 
A front-page story in today’s Washington Post (“Supercomputers Offer Tools for Nuclear 
Testing--and Solving Nuclear Mysteries”) illustrates how far the U.S. Stockpile Stewardship 
Program has come since nuclear explosive tests ended in 1992. Scientists at the three U.S. 
national laboratories now have a deeper understanding of nuclear weapons than ever before. 
  
“We have a more fundamental understanding of how these weapons work today than we ever 
imagined when we were blowing them up,” Bruce T. Goodwin, principal associate director for 
weapons at Livermore National Laboratory, told the Post. Goodwin is in agreement with 
National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) administrator Thomas D'Agostino, who in 
2008 said, "We know more about the complex issues of nuclear weapons performance today 
than we ever did during the period of nuclear testing." 
  
It’s time for U.S. national policies to catch up with the science. The Senate voted against the 
Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) in 1999, in large part because the stewardship 
program was as yet unproven. Now, with two decades of experience, the Senate can ratify the 
CTBT with full confidence that the stewardship program can keep the U.S. arsenal safe and 
reliable. 
  
Countries with nuclear weapons, such as China, India and Pakistan, cannot create advanced 
nukes without further nuclear test explosions. Without nuclear tests, Iran could not confidently 
build warheads for delivery by ballistic missiles. The CTBT would also improve America’s ability 
to detect, deter, and confront any nation that attempts to break the global taboo against nuclear 
testing.   
 
Stockpile Stewardship Passes the Test, Again 
 
Almost 20 years after the last U.S. nuclear test explosion, it is clear that the existing arsenal can 
be maintained indefinitely, without nuclear test explosions and without pursuing new warhead 
designs. Since 1994, each warhead type in the U.S. nuclear arsenal has been determined to be 
safe and reliable through a rigorous annual certification process.  
 
The Stockpile Stewardship Program includes nuclear weapons surveillance and maintenance, 
non-nuclear and subcritical nuclear experiments, and increasingly sophisticated supercomputer 
modeling.  Life extension programs have successfully refurbished existing types of nuclear 
warheads and can continue to do so indefinitely.  
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A 2009 study by JASON, a high-level independent technical review panel, concluded that the 
"lifetimes of today's nuclear warheads could be extended for decades, with no anticipated loss 
in confidence."  And as the National Academy of Sciences concluded in 2002, the stewardship 
program “provides the technical capabilities that are necessary to maintain confidence in the 
safety and reliability of the existing seven types of nuclear warheads in the active stockpile, 
provided that adequate resources are made available...and are properly focused on this task." 
  
Stewardship Program Adequately Funded 
 
Since fiscal year 2010, the Obama administration has requested, and the Congress has 
granted, significant increases for NNSA nuclear weapons activities, upping the budget by  
10 percent to $7.0 billion from the previous year. Longer term, the administration has laid out  
an unprecedented $88 billion, ten-year plan for the nuclear weapons complex from 2012 to 
2021.  
 
Then-Defense Secretary Robert Gates noted in 2010 that, "These investments, and the... 
strategy for warhead life extension, represent a credible modernization plan necessary to 
sustain the nuclear infrastructure and support our nation's deterrent." 
 
On December 1, 2010, the then-directors of the three U.S. nuclear weapons laboratories wrote 
that they were "very pleased" with the administration's budget plan. Lawrence Livermore 
director Dr. George Miller, Los Alamos director Dr. Michael Anastasio, and Sandia director  
Dr. Paul Hommert said that the increased funding plan provides "adequate support" to sustain 
the U.S. nuclear arsenal. 
 
For fiscal year 2012, the Obama administration is requesting $7.63 billion for NNSA weapons 
activities. Congress is likely to increase NNSA funding again, but not as much as the 
administration wants. The Republican-led House appropriations committee increased funding 
for NNSA weapons activities to $7.13 billion, and the Senate approved a similar increase to 
$7.19 billion.  
 
However, these minor reductions in the President’s proposed NNSA budget will not prevent 
NNSA from completing its primary mission.  As House Energy and Water Subcommittee Chair 
Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.) said in June:  
 
“Yes, ‘Weapons Activities’ is below the President’s request, but this request included hundreds 
of millions of dollars for construction projects that are not ready to move forward, capabilities 
that are secondary to the primary mission of keeping our stockpile ready, and, yes, slush funds 
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that the administration has historically used to address its needs…The recommendation before 
you eliminates these weaknesses and it is responsible.” 
 
Life Extensions: Be Conservative  
 
Beyond funding questions, NNSA needs to ensure that the national labs are focused on the 
highest priority stockpile stewardship tasks. For example, the labs should only pursue cost-
effective, technically conservative warhead life extension strategies that minimize unnecessary 
changes to already well-understood and proven warhead designs. 
 
From fiscal year 2011 to 2031, NNSA plans to spend almost $16 billion on Life Extension 
Programs (LEPs) to extend the service life and in some cases modify almost every warhead in 
the enduring stockpile. This includes an estimated $3.7 billion on the W88 warhead, $3.9 billion 
on the B61 bomb, $4.2 billion on the W78 warhead, $1.7 billion on the W76 warhead, and $2.3 
billion on the W80-1 warhead. 
 
Some enhancements for safety and security may be warranted, but there is a risk. For years, 
stockpile managers and designers have preached design-change “discipline,” noting that an 
accumulation of unnecessary design and materials modifications could undermine confidence in 
warhead reliability. 
 
For example, the Senate Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee warned in September 
that efforts to modify the B61 bomb with “untried technologies” should “not come at the expense 
of long-term weapon reliability. New safety and security features should be incorporated in 
weapon systems when feasible, but the primary goal of a life extension program should be to 
increase confidence in warhead performance without underground nuclear testing.” 
 
As a result, the Senate reduced the B61 LEP budget request by more than $43 million. Former 
weapons designer Bob Peurifoy, a retired Sandia National Laboratory vice president, said that 
NNSA’s plans to change the B61 are “risking a very reliable system.” 
 
The NNSA and Congress need to review the current life extension program to ensure that 
enthusiasm associated with extensively modifying warheads does not get out of hand. Marginal 
improvements in weapons security and safety should not come at the expense of long-term 
weapon reliability.   
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United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs Establishes Vienna Office 
UN Information Service, 10 November 2011, www.unis.unvienna.org  
The newly established Vienna-base of the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs 
(UNODA) has started to operate with the arrival of its Chief, Franz Kolar on November 2, 2011. 
 
The Office is located at the Vienna International Center with administrative and logistical support 
provided by the United Nations Office at Vienna (UNOV). It has been established on the basis of 
voluntary contributions from Member States, in particular with the financial support provided by 
the Government of Austria. 
 
The establishment of the Office in Vienna, as part of UNODA, responds to the growing need to 
cooperate and facilitate closer cooperation and effective interaction in all areas of disarmament, 
nonproliferation and arms control with UNOV and with Vienna-based organizations and related 
specialized agencies, such as the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the 
Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Organization 
(CTBTO), and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) as well as with other 
relevant regional intergovernmental organizations, such as the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). 
 
The Vienna Office will also follow-up on relevant developments and provide advice to the High 
Representative for Disarmament Affairs; provide support to and organize meetings and 
conferences in the field of disarmament, arms control and nonproliferation and respond to public 
information queries related to UNODA and its activities. 
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Pentagon Weighs Cuts to Nuclear Arsenal 
Agence France Presse (AFP), 11 November 2011, news.google.com  
Under pressure to trim the massive U.S. defense budget, the Pentagon is considering cuts to 
the country's formidable nuclear arsenal, a costly pillar of American military power. But there is 
disagreement over how many atomic bombs the United States requires in the post-Cold War 
era and debate over the estimated price tag of the atomic weapons. […] 
 
With the Pentagon forced to cut at least $450 billion in spending over the next 10 years and 
possibly another $600 billion if Congress fails to agree a deal on slashing the deficit, Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta is looking for potential savings in the nuclear force's budget. "Our top 
priority is maintaining a nuclear deterrent, but the arsenal may not need to be as large as it is," 
said Pentagon press secretary George Little. But it was too early to say what cuts might be 
pursued because "this is in the possibility phase right now," he added.  
 
The [new] Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty ([New] START) with Russia ratified early this year 
already calls for scaling back the number of American nuclear warheads and missiles. Under 
the treaty, the United States has to draw down its current force of 1,790 warheads to an agreed 
maximum of 1,550. Reducing the budget for atomic weapons could offer substantial savings for 
the Pentagon, but exactly how much money is a matter of dispute. 
 
According to [Representative Ed] Markey, the United States spends more than $50 billion a year 
on the nuclear force, and he and 64 other Democrats in Congress have called for a cut of $200 
billion over the next decade. "Each submarine carries an estimated 96 nuclear warheads. Each 
submarine is capable of destroying all of Russia's and China's major cities. Why then do we 
need all of these weapons?" Markey and his fellow Democrats wrote in a letter last month. But 
the government's complicated accounting for the nuclear budget, which is shared between the 
defense and energy departments, has led to an argument about the precise cost of the arsenal. 
 
Republican Mike Turner, chairman of the House Armed Services Subcommittee on Strategic 
Forces, says the annual cost of the atomic force is not $50 billion but $21.4 billion. According to 
that estimate, the proposed cut of $20 billion backed by Democratic lawmakers would therefore 
"amount to unilateral and immediate nuclear disarmament by the United States," Turner wrote in 
a letter to the congressional "supercommittee" tackling the deficit. 
 
The Republican warned that the potential cutback favored by Markey would have "catastrophic 
impacts to our national security and global security," by undermining maintenance and planned 
upgrades to atomic weapons.  
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"No one in the government knows exactly how much has been spent or continues to be spent 
on nuclear weapons because there is not and has never been a unified, comprehensive budget 
to monitor all their costs across departments and agencies and over time," according to author 
Stephen Schwartz, quoted in a blog by Steven Aftergood of the Federation of American 
Scientists. The government's accounting fails to take into account a range of costs including 
overheads, research and development, logistics, intelligence programs and training, Schwartz 
said.  
 
Turner and other opponents of cutting the arsenal believe U.S. nuclear weapons remain a 
crucial "deterrent" against potential enemies and that major funding is necessary to ensure the 
force stays credible. 
 
Arms control advocates, however, say savings could be found without affecting American 
firepower, by cutting the number of nuclear-armed submarines from 14 to eight while loading 
more warheads on the remaining vessels. The Arms Control Association argues "the Pentagon 
could save tens of billions of dollars on new strategic submarines and bombers while still 
fielding as many nuclear warheads as already planned." 
 
Republican Senator Tom Coburn has proposed cutting the budget for nuclear weapons by  
$79 billion over 10 years, partly by reducing and delaying new submarine and bomber projects. 
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Russia Deploys ICBM Simulation Gear 
Global Security Newswire, 14 November 2011, gsn.nti.org  
Russia this year supplied over 50 Topol-M and Yars ICBM trainer units to its Teikovo missile 
division, a military official told ITAR-Tass on Friday. 
 
The Teikovo division – located in the Ivanovo region in central Russia – encompasses a single 
Yars regiment as well as two Topol-M regiments, Russian strategic missile forces spokesman 
Col. Vadim Koval said. The branch is slated under the Russian Defense Ministry's schedule to 
receive 30 movable Topol-M and Yars firing units before 2012. 
 
Seven types of fourth- and fifth-generation missiles – four designed for firing from underground 
facilities and three from transferable launchpads – are overseen by the strategic missile forces, 
according to ITAR-Tass. The subterranean missiles comprise 45 percent of the service's 
arsenal and hold 85 percent of its nuclear warheads. 
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Open Skies Surveillance Flights Begin over Russia 
RT, 07 November 2011, rt.com  
In accordance with the Treaty on Open Skies, U.S. and German military personnel will conduct 
observer flights over Russia, the Russian Defense Ministry press service has reported.  
According to the defense ministry, the path of the observation flights, which will go from 
November 7-12, has been agreed upon in advance.  
 
"The flight will go according to an agreed route and in strict accordance with the achieved 
agreements on the use of technical surveillance facilities," the ministry said in a news release on 
Monday. The observation plane, a 35-seater Boeing OS-135B, carries special cameras that 
have been approved by international observers, including Russian specialists, the document 
says. 
 
Meanwhile, Russia will be conducting simultaneous observation flights over Spain and Portugal. 
"In the same period, November 7-12, Russian officials will fly over the territories of Spain and 
Portugal," the document says. The Russian observation mission will be carried out with the  
TU-154M LK-1 plane.  In August, Russia conducted an observation mission over U.S. territory. 
 
According to political analysts, the Treaty on Open Skies is a successful confidence-building 
initiative that coordinates unarmed aerial surveillance flights over the entire territory of its 
participants. 
 
“By the early 1990s…a norm of transparency had become thoroughly entrenched in the security 
area among the former adversaries of the Cold War,” Ann Florini wrote in the International 
Journal on World Peace. “Two decades ago they were prepared to send one another into 
oblivion. Now, they think nothing of providing one another with detailed listings of all military 
holdings and inviting one another's military commanders to check out their latest equipment.” 
 
Military personnel hope the success of the Treaty of Open Skies will lay the groundwork for 
more cooperation between Russian and Western security projects. 
 
The Treaty on Open Skies represents “a solid regime and the observation flights serve to 
enhance military transparency and provide an opportunity for our governments – in most cases, 
military personnel – to regularly and effectively work together,” the U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State, Bureau of Arms Control, Verification and Compliance, Rose Gottemoeller, said in June at 
the [Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe] OSCE meeting in Vienna.  
 
Signed in Helsinki in 1992, the Treaty on Open Skies currently has 34 State Parties. 
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