
 
  

 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
News articles and publications found on the DTIRP website are compilations of open source current news articles and commentary concerning 
significant arms control treaty and related national security issues. The publications aim to give a balanced representation of how the public, other 
government organizations, and the media may view these arms control and threat reduction programs and issues. They are intended to serve the 
informational needs of Department of Defense (DoD) officials in the continuing assessment of defense policies, programs and actions. Further 
reproduction or redistribution for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.  The views and opinions expressed in these articles are 
not necessarily those supported by DoD, the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, or the DTIRP. 
 
 

          

29 July – 11 August 2008 

Page 1 

ARMS CONTROL (GENERAL) 
 
UN Nuclear Official Visits Iran to Discuss Cooperation Agenda  
RIA Novosti, 7 August 2008, http://en.rian.ru/
The deputy head of the UN nuclear watchdog arrived in Tehran on Thursday [August 7] for a 
two-day visit to discuss prospects for cooperation with Iran's nuclear authorities, Iranian media 
said. (410 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION (CWC) 
 
Sampling Project Successfully Completed Ahead of Schedule 
CMA, 29 July 2008, http://www.cma.army.mil
Workers at the U.S. Army’s Deseret Chemical Depot (DCD) in Utah’s Tooele County today 
completed a major secondary project, removing chemical agent samples for analysis and 
measuring solid materials from each of DCD’s original stockpile of nearly 6,400 mustard agent-
filled bulk containers. (303 words) Click here for full text. 
 
ANCDF Begins Last Nerve Agent Munitions Campaign 
CMA, 2 August 2008, http://www.cma.army.mil
The last nerve agent munition disposal campaign at the Anniston Chemical Agent Disposal 
Facility (ANCDF) began today [August 2]. (251 words) Click here for full text. 
 
Umatilla Completes VX Artillery Projectile Disposal Campaign  
CMA, 7 August 2008, http://www.cma.army.mil
The Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility (UMCDF) safely completed its 8-inch diameter 
VX nerve agent artillery projectile disposal campaign. (544 words) Click here for full text. 
 
Newport Chemical Depot Confirms VX Stockpile Neutralized 
U.S. Newswire, 11 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
On August 8, 2008, personnel at the Newport Chemical Agent Disposal Facility confirmed the 
last ton container of VX had been successfully neutralized, marking the completion of stockpile 
elimination at Newport Chemical Depot (NECD). (549 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 

http://en.rian.ru/
http://www.cma.army.mil/
http://www.cma.army.mil/
http://www.cma.army.mil/
http://dtirp.dtra.mil/
http://www.dtra.mil/
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CLUSTER MUNITIONS 
 
By 2010 Russian Air Force Will Start Receiving PBK-500U Cluster Bombs 
Defense and Security (Russia), 4 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
The prototype of gliding cluster bomb PBK-500U was demonstrated [by the Russian State-
enterprise Basalt in Krasnoarmeisk]… According to Basalt, the beginning of flight tests of the 
new bombs is planned for August and the bomb will be adopted by the Russian Air Force in 
2010. (157 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 
COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR TEST-BAN TREATY (CTBT) 
 
Japan Signs Deal on Tsunami Warning Data 
AFP, 11 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
Japan's ambassador to the UN organizations in Vienna, Yukiya Amano, signed an agreement 
with the body that oversees the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), giving Japan 
access to fast and reliable seismic and hydroacoustic data that will enable Japan to respond 
more quickly to possible tsunamis. (303 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 
INTEGRATED SAFEGUARDS 
 
IAEA Approves Inspections for India Nuclear Plants 
The Washington Post, 1 August 2008, http://www.washingtonpost.com/
The IAEA unanimously approved an inspections plan for India's civilian nuclear energy plants, a 
key step toward completing a controversial nuclear deal between the United States and India. 
(274 words) Click here for full text. 
 
U.S. Donates $50 Million for the IAEA International Nuclear Fuel Bank  
NNSA, 4 August 2008, http://nnsa.energy.gov/
U.S. Secretary of Energy Samuel W. Bodman officially issued a letter to the IAEA Director 
General Mohamed El Baradei donating nearly $50 million for the purpose of establishing an 
International Nuclear Fuel Bank (INFB).  (386 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://nnsa.energy.gov/
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NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY (NPT)  
 
Hiroshima Marks 63rd Anniversary of Atomic Bombing 
Japan Economic Newswire, 6 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
Hiroshima marked the 63rd anniversary of the 1945 U.S. atomic bombing on Wednesday 
[August 6].  (629 words) Click here for full text. 
 
Syria Rules Out New IAEA Visit to Bombed Site 
AP Online, 9 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
Syria on Saturday declared a suspect site bombed by Israeli jets last year off limits to U.N. 
experts investigating allegations it was a secretly built atomic reactor. (254 words)  
Click here for full text. 
 
 
PROLIFERATION SECURITY INITIATIVE (PSI) 
 
United States and the Bahamas PSI Shipboarding Agreement 
CQ Federal Department and Agency Documents, 11 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
On Monday, August 11, 2008 in Nassau, U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Kirsten D. 
Madison and Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Bahamas T. Brent 
Symonette signed a bilateral PSI shipboarding agreement. (227 words) Click here for full text. 
 
 

FULL TEXT OF BI-WEEKLY ARTICLES FOLLOWS: 
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UN Nuclear Official Visits Iran to Discuss Cooperation Agenda  
RIA Novosti, 7 August 2008, http://en.rian.ru/
The deputy head of the UN nuclear watchdog arrived in Tehran on Thursday [August 7] for a 
two-day visit to discuss prospects for cooperation with Iran's nuclear authorities, Iranian media 
said.   The visit of Olli Heinonen, deputy director general of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), comes a day after the “Iran Six” negotiating countries agreed to consider new 
sanctions against the Islamic Republic for its refusal to halt uranium enrichment.  
 
"The two sides will assess the trend of cooperation between the Iranian Atomic Energy 
Organization and the IAEA," official news agency IRNA said.  
 
At talks with Iran in Geneva on July 19, the six nations—China, Russia, the U.S., France, Britain 
and Germany—put forward a package of trade and nuclear technology incentives, demanding a 
response from Tehran within two weeks.   European Union foreign policy chief Javier Solana 
received on Tuesday a letter from Tehran, which he said did not contain a clear response to the 
proposals.  
 
The Iranian media said Heinonen would not discuss the situation around the proposals but 
focus on 'technical' issues of cooperation between Tehran and the IAEA during talks with the 
deputy head of Iran's Atomic Energy Organization, Mohammad Saidi, and Iran's envoy to the 
IAEA, Ali Asghar Soltanieh.  Heinonen last visited Iran in April-May in an attempt to clarify 
outstanding questions the IAEA has about Iran's nuclear program, especially issues relating to 
Tehran's past research into making a nuclear warhead.  
 
Iran has repeatedly dismissed Western suspicions that it is seeking to build nuclear weapons 
under the guise of a civilian nuclear program. The Islamic Republic has also consistently 
insisted on its right to peaceful nuclear research.   However, in a report on Iran in late May, the 
IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei said the country's alleged studies into making 
nuclear warheads remained a matter of serious concern, and that Tehran must provide more 
information on its "missile-related activities."  
 
According to the UN nuclear watchdog, there has been no progress on the issue since then.  
Iran is currently under three sets of relatively mild UN Security Council sanctions for defying 
demands to halt uranium enrichment, which it says it needs purely for electricity generation.  
The U.S. and Israel have refused to rule out military action against Iran, the world's fourth 
largest oil producer, if diplomacy fails to end the dispute.  The Russian Foreign Ministry said on 
Wednesday that the Iran Six would continue attempts to resolve the dispute over Tehran's 
nuclear program by diplomatic means. 

http://en.rian.ru/
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Sampling Project Successfully Completed Ahead of Schedule 
CMA, 29 July 2008, http://www.cma.army.mil
Workers at the U.S. Army’s Deseret Chemical Depot (DCD) in Utah’s Tooele County today 
completed a major secondary project, removing chemical agent samples for analysis and 
measuring solid materials from each of DCD’s original stockpile of nearly 6,400 mustard agent-
filled bulk containers. 
 
Under the joint project, Army civilians working inside DCD’s munitions storage area delivered 
bulk containers to special sampling facilities where contract workers for EG&G Defense 
Materials, Inc. removed samples for analysis and characterization by site laboratory personnel.  
 
Originally scheduled to take three-and-a-half years to complete, workers completed the project 
14 months earlier than scheduled. The comprehensive sampling project confirmed that 
approximately 15 percent of the stockpile’s inventory of mustard agent-filled bulk containers is 
contaminated with elevated levels of mercury. As a result, construction is under way on an 
additional furnace exhaust gas filtration system utilizing sulfur-impregnated carbon to capture 
mercury compounds from chemical weapons processing operations, ensuring maximum 
protection of the Utah environment. 
 
Another important component of the sampling project measured the amount of solid or semi-
solid residues, referred to as “heels”, within each bulk container. Because the solid residue 
remains inside the containers after their liquid contents are drained, many of the heels are 
heavier than Utah regulatory officials allow for bulk container processing through the TOCDF 
metal parts furnace as-is. The sampling measurements will enable a new Heel Transfer System 
(HTS), inside the TOCDF plant, to reduce the weight of “heavy” heels for safe processing. 
 
“This was a critical project, and a very successful one,” said Ted Ryba, TOCDF Site Project 
Manager. “Everything we did was based on a need to know what was inside those bulk 
containers and because of our joint EG&G/DCD sampling project, now we know. It is 
information we need to help us complete our mission of safely eliminating the entire DCD 
chemical weapons stockpile.” 
 

http://www.cma.army.mil/
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ANCDF Begins Last Nerve Agent Munitions Campaign 
CMA, 2 August 2008, http://www.cma.army.mil
The last nerve agent munition disposal campaign at the Anniston Chemical Agent Disposal 
Facility (ANCDF) began today [August 2].   
 
Following a planned, nine-week maintenance period of preparation, ANCDF employees have 
processed the first of several thousand M23 VX nerve agent-filled land mines. Anniston 
Chemical Activity (ANCA) employees delivered the first 10 loads of land mines yesterday 
(August 1, 2008). Like 6,095 other deliveries of munitions from Anniston Army Depot storage 
igloos to the ANCDF, Friday’s deliveries were performed safely and without incident. 
 
The ANCDF has been in a maintenance outage since May 24 to convert the plant from 
destroying VX-filled projectiles to the necessary configuration for destroying land mines. The 
change over work involved the removal of some equipment and the installation of new robotic 
mine-processing equipment. Employees were also trained on the proper and safe procedures to 
be used to safely dispose of the VX land mines. 
 
Timothy K. Garrett, ANCDF government site project manager, said “We have safely and 
successfully completed our sixth munition change over. The plant and the personnel are ready 
to safely and successfully dispose of the VX land mines.” 
 
During the early days of the year-long land mine disposal campaign, ANCDF will conduct a 
slow, steady ramp up to ensure safe operations take place in compliance with environmental 
permits and security requirements. 
 
To date, ANCDF disposal operations have safely eliminated more than 48 percent of the 
munitions (more than 317,670 chemical munitions) and more than 46 percent of the agent 
stored at Anniston Army Depot. 
 

http://www.cma.army.mil/
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Umatilla Completes VX Artillery Projectile Disposal Campaign  
CMA, 7 August 2008, http://www.cma.army.mil
The Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility (UMCDF) safely completed its 8-inch diameter 
VX nerve agent artillery projectile disposal campaign. The last of 3,752 VX-filled 8-inch artillery 
projectiles was destroyed at 8:47 p.m. last night [August 6] in the disposal plant’s Metal Parts 
Furnace (MPF).  
 
These 8-inch projectiles or “shells” were the last 8-inch VX-filled artillery projectiles in both 
Oregon’s chemical weapons stockpile and the national stockpile.  
 
“This has been a tremendous effort by the entire team to safely complete destruction of all 
artillery projectiles in Oregon’s stockpile,” said Mike Strong, the Army’s site project manager at 
Umatilla. “This milestone truly represents the dedication and expertise of the team in remaining 
focused and committed to safety.”  
 
The 8-inch VX projectiles campaign started with the first movement of munitions on July 15, and 
it was completed ahead of schedule. The UMCDF will now reconfigure or “change over” from 
projectiles processing to VX land mines processing. It should take about two months to 
reconfigure portions of the plant to begin processing land mines, which are a different type of 
munition. Land mines are also the last VX munition in Oregon’s stockpile.  
 
“We’re pleased to complete another campaign while maintaining our safety and environmental 
compliance standards,” said Doug Hamrick, project general manager for Washington Defense 
Group of URS Corporation’s EG&G Division. Washington Defense Group built and operates the 
disposal plant for the Army. “Safety and compliance will remain a continued focus during the 
change over to mines.”  
 
The VX land mines disposal campaign is planned to be completed by early 2009 if there are no 
significant delays. The plant will then change over to process HD mustard blister agent stored in 
bulk containers, also known as “ton containers.” HD mustard will be the third and final type of 
agent disposal campaign at Umatilla.  
 
The first stockpiled chemical munitions disposal campaign in Oregon began on Sept. 7, 2004, 
when GB rockets were moved from depot storage to the disposal facility. The first GB rockets  

http://www.cma.army.mil/
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were destroyed the next day.  Since that time, the following 11 individual munitions disposal 
campaigns have been successfully and safely completed:  
 

  4 GB (sarin-filled) bulk containers or “ton containers” completed Jan. 5, 2006.  
(These were Non-stockpile Chemical Materiel Project munitions.)  

  27 GB 500-pound bombs completed May 18, 2006.  

  2,418 GB 750-pound bombs completed June 9, 2006.  

  91,442 GB rockets and warheads completed Aug. 9, 2006.  

  14,246 GB 8-inch diameter artillery projectiles completed Jan. 3, 2007.  

  47,406 GB 155mm diameter artillery projectiles completed July 8, 2007.  

  One VX bulk container or “ton container” completed Nov. 26, 2007.  
(This was a Non-stockpile Chemical Materiel Project munition.)  

  156 VX aircraft-mounted spray tanks completed Dec. 24, 2007.  

  14,519 VX rockets and warheads completed Jan. 23, 2008.  

  32,313 VX 155mm diameter artillery projectiles completed June 28, 2008.  

  3,752 VX 8-inch diameter artillery projectiles completed Aug. 6, 2008.  
 
When the entire Umatilla chemical munitions destruction mission is complete, the disposal plant 
will be thoroughly cleaned and disassembled according to environmental permits. The Umatilla 
Chemical Depot is slated for closure per the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) law. 
Chemical munitions have been stored at the Umatilla depot since the 1960s.  
 
More information about chemical weapons disposal is available at: www.cma.army.mil. 
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Newport Chemical Depot Confirms VX Stockpile Neutralized 
U.S. Newswire, 11 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
On August 8, 2008, personnel at the Newport Chemical Agent Disposal Facility confirmed the 
last ton container of VX had been successfully neutralized, marking the completion of stockpile 
elimination at Newport Chemical Depot (NECD). 
 
The achievement marks the latest in Chemical Materials Agency (CMA) successes in destroying 
the U.S. chemical weapons stockpile. CMA has destroyed more than 55 percent of the total 
chemical agent in the U.S. stockpile. NECD is the third site to complete operations, following 
Johnston Atoll Chemical Agent Disposal System in 2000 and the Aberdeen Chemical Agent 
Disposal Facility at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., in 2006. 
 
"This day marks a tremendous milestone for the workers at Newport, the citizens of Indiana and 
the rest of the world," said CMA Director Conrad Whyne. "Newport's stockpile has been safely 
eliminated, which brings the United States one step closer to fulfilling the commitment of 
destroying our nation's chemical weapons." 
 
For nearly 40 years, workers at the depot safely stored 1,269 tons of liquid chemical agent VX in 
1,690 steel containers. 
 
"Teamwork and dedication are at the core of each person on site," NECD Commander Lt. Col. 
William Hibner said. "I am proud and honored to be a part of a work force whose mission to 
eliminate the Newport stockpile was completed safely and successfully." 
 
"We have always emphasized our focus and commitment to safety," said Site Project Manager 
Jeff Brubaker. "Employees at Newport operated with care and concern for themselves, local 
communities and the environment, which has led us to our milestone today." 
 
The U.S. Army used a neutralization process to destroy the VX stockpile at Newport. This 
process involved mixing the VX with heated sodium hydroxide and water in a reactor. The 
resulting neutralization product, known as caustic wastewater, is shipped to Veolia 
Environmental Services in Port Arthur, Texas, for final disposal.  
 
The Army receives Chemical Weapons Convention credit for chemical destruction when the 
caustic wastewater is transferred from shipping containers at Veolia. The last of the caustic 
wastewater will be transported to Veolia and destroyed within the next few weeks, and the Army 
will apply to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons at The Hague, 
Netherlands, for a final inspection to verify the complete elimination of the Newport stockpile. 



 
  

 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
News articles and publications found on the DTIRP website are compilations of open source current news articles and commentary concerning 
significant arms control treaty and related national security issues. The publications aim to give a balanced representation of how the public, other 
government organizations, and the media may view these arms control and threat reduction programs and issues. They are intended to serve the 
informational needs of Department of Defense (DoD) officials in the continuing assessment of defense policies, programs and actions. Further 
reproduction or redistribution for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.  The views and opinions expressed in these articles are 
not necessarily those supported by DoD, the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, or the DTIRP. 
 
 

          

29 July – 11 August 2008 

Page 10 

 
Neutralization operations at Newport began May 5, 2005. It took three years and three months 
to drain and neutralize the VX agent. The site will now enter a closure phase to dismantle 
buildings and equipment, and dispose of various wastes related to the destruction project. 
These operations are expected to take 18-24 months. 
 
The public is invited to attend a ceremony on October 25, 2008, at 10 a.m. to commemorate the 
completion of the stockpile elimination. Distinguished guests will speak in the auditorium of the 
South Vermillion High School in Clinton, Indiana. A short reception in the school cafeteria will 
follow. 
 
CMA successes at the agency's other stockpile sites include the Pine Bluff, Arkansas facility, 
which completed VX nerve agent disposal operations in June and has begun preparations to 
destroy its blister agent (mustard) chemical agent munitions. CMA's Umatilla, Oregon and 
Anniston, Alabama chemical agent disposal facilities are destroying VX nerve agent munitions. 
Their final agent campaigns also will be blister agent. The Tooele, Utah facility is continuing to 
destroy its chemical stockpile. 
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By 2010 Russian Air Force Will Start Receiving PBK-500U Cluster Bombs 
Defense and Security (Russia), 4 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
Russian state research and production enterprise Basalt arranged a show of its products in 
Krasnoarmeisk in the Moscow region. The prototype of gliding cluster bomb PBK-500U was 
demonstrated among other models of ammunition. 
 
According to Basalt, the beginning of flight tests of the new bombs is planned for August and the 
bomb will be adopted by the Russian Air Force in 2010. 
 
PBK-500U weighs 500 kilograms, is fitted out with self-homing lethal elements and is far more 
efficient than ordinary air bombs. 
 
The bombs may be fitted out with fragmentation—high-explosive, concrete-piercing, incendiary 
and antitank lethal elements. 
 
PBK-500U is equipped with an inertial homing system and satellite navigation module and can 
be used by frontline aviation efficiently staying off the object air defense envelope. 
 
The maximum distance of bomb dropping is 50 kilometers from a target. The maximum circular 
error does not exceed 10 meters. The bomb can be dropped from altitudes from 100 to 10,000 
meters. 
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Japan Signs Deal on Tsunami Warning Data 
AFP, 11 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
Japan signed a key agreement Monday that is to help boost its defenses against killer tsunamis 
in the future. 
 
Japan's ambassador to the UN organizations in Vienna, Yukiya Amano, signed the agreement 
with the body that oversees the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) giving his 
country access to fast and reliable seismic and hydroacoustic data that will enable Japan to 
respond more quickly to possible tsunamis.  
 
"We will have access to more accurate and more rapid information to enable us to issue a 
tsunami alert," Amano said at the signing of the agreement at the headquarters of the CTBT 
preparatory commission or CTBTO. 
 
It was the first such agreement to be signed by the CTBTO and one of its member countries and 
is set to be followed by similar deals with other Pacific Rim countries, such as Australia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines, said CTBTO executive secretary Tibor Toth. 
 
On the basis of the deal, the CTBTO would be in a position to provide "the speediest, most 
reliable and highest quality data," Toth said. "Within 30 seconds, around 90 percent of the 
information reaches the tsunami warning centre in Tokyo. The average speed for other systems 
is around 180 seconds."  
 
The CTBTO has a worldwide network of well over 300 monitoring stations -- above ground, 
below ground and beneath the sea -- for the verification of possible nuclear tests.  
 
But the CTBT, to which some 114 nations are party, cannot come into effect before it is 
embraced unanimously by a select group of 44 nations that includes China and the United 
States, which have so far failed to ratify it. 
 
In the wake of the December 26, 2004 tsunami that killed nearly 220,000 people in southeast 
Asia, CTBTO decided to provide verification data and technologies that could be helped to 
detect tsunamis. 
 
[Editorial note:  Japan signed the CTBT on September 24, 1996 and deposited its instrument of ratification on July 8, 
1997.] 
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IAEA Approves Inspections for India Nuclear Plants 
The Washington Post, 1 August 2008, http://www.washingtonpost.com/
A UN nuclear watchdog group unanimously approved an inspections plan for India's civilian 
nuclear energy plants, a key step toward completing a controversial nuclear deal between the 
United States and India. 
 
The 35-nation International Atomic Energy Agency granted the approval after meeting in the 
Austrian capital, Vienna, officials said. The board agreed to regular IAEA surveillance of India's 
14 declared civilian nuclear energy plants. 
 
The accord would permit the sale of atomic materials and technology for civilian use to India, 
even though the country has not signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). India has 
limited coal and uranium reserves and deepening energy needs. By 2050, it hopes nuclear 
power can provide up to 25 percent of its electricity. 
 
Later this month, the deal will be considered before the 45-nation Nuclear Suppliers Group. 
Finally, the U.S. Congress must ratify the deal, which some hope will revive the flagging 
American nuclear industry. 
 
Some experts say that India plans to sink up to a $100 billion into its civilian nuclear industry 
over the next 20 years. Several nuclear-armed nations including the United States, France and 
Russia are vying for a chunk of that business. 
 
In a statement, the U.S. ambassador to New Delhi, David C. Mulford, called the approval of the 
deal by the IAEA "a key step towards implementing the U.S.-India Civil Nuclear Cooperation 
Initiative. We will work vigorously with the Government of India to obtain an India-specific 
exception in the Nuclear Suppliers Group and final U.S. Congressional approval." 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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U.S. Donates $50 Million for the IAEA International Nuclear Fuel Bank  
NNSA, 4 August 2008, http://nnsa.energy.gov/
U.S. Secretary of Energy Samuel W. Bodman officially issued a letter to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Mohamed El Baradei donating nearly $50 million for the 
purpose of establishing an International Nuclear Fuel Bank (INFB).  This donation builds on the 
Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Administration’s (NNSA) close cooperation 
with the IAEA to provide financial and in-kind contributions that aid U.S. efforts to prevent 
nuclear proliferation and combat nuclear terrorism.  
 
“The United States fully endorses the establishment of an IAEA fuel bank as a critical step 
toward the safe and secure use of commercial nuclear power worldwide," U.S. Secretary of 
Energy Samuel W. Bodman said.  “We urge others to join us in making similar contributions and 
to take the steps needed to bring an IAEA fuel bank into being by the end of the year.” 
 
Once developed, the INFB will assure reliable access to nuclear fuel for clean energy 
production by countries willing to rely on the international market.  This bank will provide an 
alternative to the pursuit of costly and proliferation-sensitive indigenous nuclear fuel cycle 
facilities, while helping meet future energy needs. 
 
“Supporting the International Fuel Bank will help assure a safe and reliable supply of nuclear 
fuel, while also encouraging international cooperation and commitment to nonproliferation,” said 
NNSA Administrator Thomas D’Agostino. “NNSA is committed to safeguarding sensitive nuclear 
technology to reduce the threat of nuclear proliferation or nuclear terrorism around the globe.” 
 
The U.S. contribution matches an initial $50 million pledge made by the Nuclear Threat Initiative 
(NTI) in September 2006.  The NTI grant is contingent on others making similar donations 
totaling $100 million and agreement by the IAEA on the framework for such a bank. 
 
Last year, NNSA contributed $18.7 million to the IAEA and member states in support of the 
IAEA mandate, including efforts to help strengthen nuclear security and safeguards.  The United 
States contributes roughly 25 percent of the IAEA’s regular budget annually. 
 
This contribution for the INFB complements ongoing U.S. initiatives in the area of international 
nuclear fuel assurances and exemplifies the U.S. leadership in this area.  In September 2005, 
Secretary Bodman set aside 17.4 metric tons of highly enriched uranium (HEU) to be blended to 
low enriched uranium (LEU) and held in reserve for states in good standing on nonproliferation 
that experience a fuel disruption. 

http://nnsa.energy.gov/


 
  

 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
News articles and publications found on the DTIRP website are compilations of open source current news articles and commentary concerning 
significant arms control treaty and related national security issues. The publications aim to give a balanced representation of how the public, other 
government organizations, and the media may view these arms control and threat reduction programs and issues. They are intended to serve the 
informational needs of Department of Defense (DoD) officials in the continuing assessment of defense policies, programs and actions. Further 
reproduction or redistribution for private use or gain is subject to original copyright restrictions.  The views and opinions expressed in these articles are 
not necessarily those supported by DoD, the Defense Threat Reduction Agency, or the DTIRP. 
 
 

          

29 July – 11 August 2008 

Page 15 

Hiroshima Marks 63rd Anniversary of Atomic Bombing 
Japan Economic Newswire, 6 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
Hiroshima marked the 63rd anniversary of the 1945 U.S. atomic bombing on Wednesday 
[August 6], with the mayor announcing the inauguration by the city of a scientific study on the 
psychological impact on people of the event that still haunts them both physically and mentally. 
 
"This study should teach us the grave import of the truth, born of tragedy and suffering, that the 
only role for nuclear weapons is for them to be abolished," Hiroshima Mayor Tadatoshi Akiba 
said in a Peace Declaration read at a memorial service at the Peace Memorial Park. 
 
Akiba said the two-year study is aimed at creating a complete picture of the damage caused by 
the bombing, which he said has not yet been revealed even after more than six decades 
because the effects of the atomic bomb on survivors have for years been underestimated. 
 
He also expressed hope that "the president of the United States elected this November will 
listen conscientiously to the majority, for whom the top priority is human survival," noting that 
170 countries voted in favor of Japan's resolution introduced last year at the United Nations 
calling for the abolition of nuclear weapons. 
 
A moment of silence was observed at 8:15 a.m., the time the atomic bomb detonated over 
Hiroshima at an altitude of about 600 meters, killing an estimated 140,000 people by the end of 
1945. 
 
Some 45,000 people gathered to attend this year's ceremony in the western Japanese city, 
including Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda as well as U.N. High Representative for Disarmament 
Sergio de Queiroz Duarte. 
 
On the study of the atomic bomb's psychological impact, the city has started conducting its first 
round of research on about 35,000 people including atomic bomb survivors and those who have 
lived in Hiroshima since before the bombing and had association with survivors, a city official 
said. 
 
Meanwhile, Akiba said Mayors for Peace, a group of cities which seek to realize a nuclear-free 
world by 2020, proposed a Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol in April to supplement the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, calling for an immediate halt to all efforts to obtain or deploy nuclear 
weapons by nuclear-weapon states. 
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Among the 2,368 cities which have joined Mayors for Peace as of August 1, London's new 
mayor, Boris Johnson, has informed the group that London no longer intends to participate. The 
Hiroshima city is now consulting with the London mayor to persuade him to remain in the group, 
a city official said. 
 
Akiba emphasized that citizens cooperating at the city level can solve man-made problems, 
noting that world citizens and like-minded countries have achieved treaties banning anti-
personnel landmines and cluster bombs. 
 
Japan's Constitution is "an appropriate point of departure for a 'paradigm shift' toward modeling 
the world on intercity relationships" from military and dominance relationships, he said. 
 
The charter's preamble expresses the country's determination "to preserve its security and 
existence, trusting in the justice and faith of the peace-loving peoples of the world." 
 
Akiba said, "I hereby call on the Japanese government to fiercely defend our Constitution, press 
all governments to adopt the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol, and play a leading role in the effort 
to abolish nuclear weapons." 
 
He also urged the government to expand support measures for aging atomic bomb survivors 
including those living overseas. 
 
This year's memorial service comes amid a series of rulings against the government, with courts 
recognizing a number of atomic bomb survivors as suffering from atomic bomb-related illnesses, 
declaring illegal the government's fixed criteria that has barred many survivors from getting 
expanded medical benefits. 
 
A total of 243,692 atomic bomb survivors were living in and outside of Japan as of March 31, 
with their average age 75. 
 
A second atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki on August 9, 1945, and Japan surrendered 
six days later, bringing an end to World War II. 
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Syria Rules Out New IAEA Visit to Bombed Site 
AP Online, 9 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
Syria on Saturday declared a suspect site bombed by Israeli jets last year off limits to UN 
experts investigating allegations it was a secretly built atomic reactor. 
 
Justifying the move, a Foreign Ministry official told reporters that its agreement with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) which already inspected the site in June allowed 
only one visit. The official demanded anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to 
media. 
 
The Syrian statement appeared to be prompted by comments made by diplomats accredited to 
the Vienna-based IAEA, the UN's nuclear watchdog. 
 
They told The Associated Press that Syria late last month turned down a request from the 
agency for a follow-up visit to investigate whether the country was hiding a nuclear program built 
with the help of North Korea.  A return to the bombed site would have been on the IAEA’s 
agenda on any second trip. 
 
The United States alleges that the remote site was a near-finished plutonium-producing reactor 
built with North Korean help and that Syria is hiding linked facilities.  The Syrian official denied 
that. 
 
In Vienna, a senior diplomat told the AP "the Syrians said that a visit at this time was 
inopportune." He and two others agreeing to discuss the issue demanded anonymity because 
their information was confidential. 
 
That appeared to leave open the possibility of a later visit. But one of the other diplomats said 
members of the Syrian mission to the IAEA were spreading the word among other missions that 
further trips beyond the one in June were unlikely.... 
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United States and the Bahamas PSI Shipboarding Agreement 
CQ Federal Department and Agency Documents, 11 August 2008, accessed via Lexis Nexis 
On Monday, August 11, 2008 in Nassau, U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Kirsten D. 
Madison and Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Bahamas T. Brent 
Symonette signed a bilateral Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) shipboarding agreement.  
 
This is the ninth PSI shipboarding agreement signed by the United States. The Bahamas has 
the world's third largest ship registry, measured by gross tonnage. 
 
This agreement is an important indication of the Bahamas' commitment to combating WMD 
proliferation trafficking and of its readiness to ensure that maritime vessels flying its flag are not 
abused by proliferators.  
 
The PSI shipboarding agreement will facilitate cooperation between the United States and the 
Bahamas to prevent illicit shipments by sea of weapons of mass destruction, their delivery 
systems, or related materials. It establishes procedures for obtaining approval for boarding and 
searching vessels suspected of carrying such prohibited items while in international waters.  
 
If a U.S. or Bahamian flagged vessel is suspected of carrying proliferation-related cargo, either 
Party to this agreement can request the other to confirm the nationality of the ship in question 
and, if needed, to authorize the boarding, search, and possible detention of the vessel and its 
cargo. 
 
More than 90 countries on six continents are PSI participants, having endorsed the PSI 
Statement of Interdiction Principles.  
 
For more information on the PSI, please see the State Department's website: 
http://www.state.gov/t/isn/c10390.htm. 
 

http://www.state.gov/t/isn/c10390.htm
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