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TU-214OS Masters "Open Skies"   
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[Translated from Russian to English.] 
 

This spring, in Kazan, the 

first aircraft equipped with 

special devices and 

equipment for participation 

in the international Treaty 

on Open Skies will take 

flight.  

Construction of the  

TU-214OS has been 

completed by the Kazan 

Aircraft Production 

Association (KAPO).  

This aircraft has been presented to ensure it is safe to fly over military facilities.  

Structurally the aircraft is no different from the basic TU-214. Changes were undertaken 

only to add targeting and sensor hardware. Mounted aerial devices were installed, which 

allow observation crew members to observe the military infrastructure of other countries.  

The first flight of TU-214OS is scheduled for the near future. At this time on-the-ground 

tests are being conducted.  

This is the first of two such aircraft ordered by the Russian Defense Ministry. The new 

aircraft will be exhibited at the International Air Show MAKS-2011, which will be held in 

Zhukovsky, near Moscow, in August [2011].  

In the coming years, KAPO intends to build several more TU-214s of various types for 

the military. This year KAPO plans to supply TU-214SUS (aircraft communication 

center). In November 2005, KAPO received an order to produce six special aircraft – two 

aircraft transponders TU-214SR, two flying command posts TU-214PU, and two  

TU-214SUS – based on the TU-214.  

Russian TU-214 Open Skies Aircraft 
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 2 DTIRP Website, Open Skies News 

The Opens Skies Treaty  

The Open Skies Treaty was signed in 1992. It now includes 34 countries. Parties to the 

treaty may conduct observation flights anyway over each others’ territories. These flights 

are undertaken to monitor the implementation of various international agreements in the 

military field.  

The Open Skies Treaty allows States Parties to install optical panoramic and non-digital 

cameras, video cameras, infrared line-scanning devices, and side-ways looking 

synthetic aperture radar onboard specially certified Open Skies aircraft.  

High-quality sensors are used [according to treaty-specific resolution limits] which enable 

operators to distinguish a truck from armored tank. The treaty also specifies the 

maximum number of flights each country may carry out every year. […] 

Click here to view the TU-214 briefing prepared by the Open Skies Consultative 
Commission June 22, 2010. 
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