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[Translated from Russian to English] 
 

On Monday, March 14 the first joint 
Russian-American observation mission 
began under the Open Skies Treaty.  For 
the mission the Russian AN-30B was used. 
The flight route was developed by Russian 
and American experts and will last from 
March 14-18, 2011. 
 
As part of the mission the Russian and 
American parties will jointly conduct an 
aerial survey in Sweden, according to a 

message posted on the Russian Federation Ministry website. 
 
This flight will be the final in a series of cross-observation missions between 
Russia, the United States, and Sweden. In 2008 a Russian-Swedish flight was 
conducted over the United States, and in 2009 the Swedish-American mission 
hosted an inspection over the territory of Russia. 
 
Such interaction "helps build confidence and security in the Euro-Atlantic space," 
said the [Russian] Foreign Ministry. 
 
The Treaty on Open Skies has 34 OSCE [Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe] member states. The treaty was signed in 1992 and 
entered into force in 2002. Russia ratified the treaty May 26, 2001. 
 
The treaty allows its participating states to perform circled flights over each 
others’ territories and establishes a regime of observation flights. The purpose of 
the treaty is to promote openness, monitor military activities, and monitor the 
implementation of other existing treaties related to arms control.  
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